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LoveKnitting.com 
0845 544 2196 




Yarn, Needles, Buttons, Books, Patterns, Kits and Accessories 



Tell us what you would make to win this yarn at promo.loveknitting.com/KT116* 




Customers LOVE our service 



FREE delivery on orders over £25 




FREE returns if you don’t love your order 



MADLLINOOJH 

Merino Light 



'Terms & Conditions apply 











Welcome to your new 
look Knit Todayl Every 
issue well bring you a 
generous helping of our 
favourite creative ideas 
and patterns, so you can 
enjoy making something 
for yourself, as a gift, or for your home. If 
you love simple, stylish projects that knit up 
quickly then you're in just the right place. 
We'll be featuring easy designs for 
complete beginners (quick knits for the 
rest of you!), and a few that are a bit more 
challenging. No one has the time to knit 



every pattern they come across, so our 
aim is to make your knitting life simpler 
by bringing you the best contemporary 
patterns that reflect the trends we see on 
the high street and online. 

Don't miss our great reads and our easy 
to follow technique guides - they'll make a 
real difference to your knitting, and they're 
perfect if you're just starting out. You really 
will be able to say, 'Yes, I knitted it myself!'. 
Whether you're picking up your needles 
for the first time or just enjoy trying new 
techniques, you'll find lots to tempt you in 
every issue of Knit Today. 




Rosee Woodland 

Editor 
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41 SUMMER JUMPER 
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54 WASH SET 
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72 STRIPY SHAWL 
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09 NOTEBOOK 
Inspiration, events, websites... 

32 MY KNITTING LIFE 
Meet designer Jessica Biscoe 

44 ALL IN A DAY'S WORK 
We spend a day on an alpaca farm 

62 SHOW US YOURS! 

Share your thoughts and makes 
68 THE RISE OF BIG KNITTING 
78 YARN REVIEWS PLUS PATTERN 
98 MY FAVOURITE THING 
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53 KNIT MOSS STITCH 
Your guide to this unique stitch 

91 KNITTING KNOW-HOW 
Your library of stitches with clear 
photos plus abbreviations, needle 
conversions and varn welahts 



See page 38 

for more information 
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Find us on Facebookxom/KnitToday 
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THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO MADE THIS ISSUE... 
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SEEIT’LOVE IT'^KNITIT 




This month, discover the magic of 
chunky cotton yarn with pro designer 
and yarn mogul Debbie Bliss, 
Turn to page 64 to find Debbie's 
stunning shell pattern vest top. 



lESSiCA EISCOE 



Star designer Jessica Biscoe has created 
a set of easy-to-follow video tutorials to 
help you learn new skills and work your 
way through any tricky bits! Flip to page 
32 to see what she's been making lately. 
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Louise is famous for her fabulous faux 
taxidermy knit kits, animal-themed 
scarves and more. This Issue she has 
created the purrfect kitty purse. You 
can find the pattern on page 35, 





M'NyO lODAf’S MODtfN 

KWIffEKS IS AtE/AES ifepIPIMG" 



CECILIA FOPFITT 

Our roving reporter, Cecilia, cau ghtup 
with uber-cool US knitwear designer 
Steven West to discuss his favourite 
thing - super squishy stitches! Read all 
about them on page 98. 
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COMPETITION RULES By Promoter; Immediate Media Company Bristol Limited rPromoter"), By taking part in one of our Competitions, you agree to be bound by these 
Competition Rules. Late or incomplete entries will be disqualified. No responsibility accepted for lost, delayed, ineligible or fraudulent entries. Proof of posting [if relevant) shall 
not be deemed proof of delivery. Entries must be submitted by an individual (not via any agency or similar) and, unless otherwise stated, are limited to one per nouseholJ. The 
Promoter reserves the riaht in its sole discretion to substitute any prize with cash or a prize of comparable value. Unless otherwise stated, the Competition is open to all UK 
residents of IB years anT over, except employees of the Promoter and any party involved in the competition or their households. By entering a Competition you give permission 
to use your name, likeness and personal information in connection with the Competition and for promotional purposes. All entries will become the property of the Promoter upon 
receipt and will not be returned. You warrant that the Competition entry is entirely your own work and not copied or adapted from any other source, if you are a winner, you may 
have to provide additional information. Details of winners will be available on request within three months of the dosing date, If you are a winner, receipt by you of any prize is 
conditional upon you complying with (among other things) the Competition Rules. You acknowledge and agree that neither the Promoter nor any associated third parties shall 
have any liability to you in connection with your use and/or possession of your prize. The draw is final and no correspondence will be entered into. It any winner is unable to be 
contacted within one month of the dosirig date, the Promoter will offer the prize to a runner-up. Promoter reserves the right to substitute the prize with one of the same or greater 
value but there is no cash alternative. Competitions in issue 116 are open from 00:01 on 13lh August until 1 1:59pm on 2nd October 201 5. For further terms and conditions dr the 
competition on page 10 visit knit-today.com/feature/competition-terms-and-conditions 



Immediate Media Company Bristol Limited {compariiy numb'er 0571 541 5) is registered in England 
enid Wales, The registered office of Immediate Media Company Bristol Limited is at Vineyard 
House, 44 Brook Green, London W6 7BT. 

Immedifite Media Co is dedicated to producing the very best consumer specialist interest 
magazir>e5- Our magazines are edited and desigr^d to inform our readers, enhance their lives and 
give them the best value for money possible. We take great care to ensure all elements of Knit 
Today are accurate. However, we accept no liability far ary misprints or mistakes that appear in this 
nnagazir>e. © Immediate Media Co 201 5. Our policy on photocopy ing/scanning arid resale. We are 
happy for you to photocopy or scan our projects for personal use only. You may also photocopy 
or scan subscription, mail order coupons and competition entry forms [but only one photocopy or 
seen per reader), The patterns, or items made from the patterns, in this issue may not be resold, 
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TWEED 



A Double Knitting Tweed 




Book 494 - 
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WE WANT TO KNIT TOGETHER 

Become a super-knitter with Stitch & Story's workshop for beginners, where you'll learn to cast on, knit, purl, and cast off. It's the 
perfect place to make new knitting friends, create a handful of knitted swatches and generate great memories. This two-hour 
London workshop includes a set of bamboo knitting needles, 50g of supermerino wool yarn, an instruction booklet and Artisan 
cakes to share, all for the bargain price of £35. Visit Notonthehighstreet.com/stitchandstoryfor more information. 



Find us on Facebook.com/KnitToday 



KNIT-TODAY.COM 9 







The gigantic stitches on this 70 by 100cm 
throw mean it'll take just 2-3 hours to knit. 
Loopy Mango in New York are giving Knit 
Today readers the chance to win one of 
their Nantucket Throw DIY kits complete 
with a 40oz (1134g) skein of their Big Loop 
merino yarn - the thickest yarn there is, 
plus birchwood needles, and bag worth 
£154. Visit Loopymango.com to see more, 
and enter online at Knit-today.com. Turn 
to page 6 for terms and conditions. 




□ If, like us, you 
need a little 
encouragement to 
recheck your 
measurements 
then you need 
Rusty in your life. 
This sleepy fox 
tape measure 
(£2.95) will have you 
reaching to check 
and re-check the 
lengths of those 
armholes at very 
regular Intervals. 
Leaving you with 
the perfect finish. 
Find Rusty the Fox 
Tape Measure at 
Dotcom giftshop. 
co.uk 






F reshen up your summer 
wardrobe with these zingy 
summer yarns from the 
experts at DMC. Their Natura Just 
Cotton range comes in 50g balls 
(£3.50) and 60 vibrant and subtle 
shades from Bougainvillea to Rose 
de Meaux and Aqua. Worked on 
2. 5-3. 5mm needles they're perfect 
for cool, last-minute summer 
garments, accessories and 
homewares. Visit dmccreative.co. 
uk to discover more about this new 
yarn range and pick out the 
perfect colour for you. 



TIME TO TIDY UP 

Turn tidy time into a bittersweet joy 
with these smile-coaxing storage Ideas... 

1 . Give this hard-wearing knittin 
with a wicked sense of humour! Bad Mother Bag. 
£13.75 from Notonthehighstreet.com 

2. Knitting on the go? This lovely long Banana 
Bag makes a fab place to nestle all your needles. 
£13.39 from Notonthehighstreet.co.uk 

3. Organise that craft room with a row of bright, 
patterned Shopper Bags made from recycled 
plastic. Just £2.95 from Dotcomgiftshop.co.uk. 

4. Don't hide your knitting when it's pack away 
time, keep it on show with a retro-tastic Jelly 
Handbag. £10 from Sunjellies.com 



g bag to those 
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We love fresh, funky kids' knits that 
rival high-street makes and this 
month the knit experts at Yarn Stories 
are treating us to a fabulous new 
collection called Drift. Packed with 
the coolest beanies, scarves, 
jumpers, cardigans and snoods (like 
Samphire left, £4 for a collection of 
four accessories patterns), there's no 
lack of street cred whether you're 
knitting for a boy or girl, The Drift 
collection is also available as a book 
from most yarn shops. Find this and 
more patterns at yarnstories.com. 






Looking for a super quality 
yarn that delivers luxury in 
hanks? Then Rowan Big 
Wool Silk could be for you... 



Made up of 70% wool and 30% 
silk, you know this yarn's going to 
knit up like a dream, creating 
garments of brilliant quality. 
Worked on 10 to 15mm needles, 
It comes In six deep, muted 
colours, perfect for autumn and 
winter. £11,99, knitrowan.com 





THE ‘NORMA’ TOP 

Ready for your first garment? Then give 
Wool And The Gang's Norma Top a go! 



Wool And The Gang make knitting a 
fashionable garment easy. This chunky Norma 
Sweater kit (£65) comes with all you need to 
get started. Just pick a yarn shade from their 
28-strong range - from Lipstick Red to Ultra 
Violet, there's a colour to suit everyone's style. 
Discover more at woolandthegang.com. 





30-MINUTE KNITS 

Carol Meld rum (£9.99, Search Press) 
Love knitting on the 
busto work? Or in 
yourlunch break? 

Then this book could 
be perfect for you. 

Packed with knits for 
knitters of all abilities, 
it's a whole lot of 
30-mInutefun! 



3 o m i n u t e 
knits 







LACE KNITS 

Ann Kingstone (£17.50, Rowan) 
From quick-to-finish 
basic projects to 
Intricate openwork 
marvels, this book 
has all the step- 
by-steps you need 
to masterthis 
technique, whatever 
your current level. 




KNITTED ANIMAL SCARVES, 
MITTENS AND SOCKS 



Fiona Goble (£12.99, ( 
Cute as a button, 
quirky and highly 
wearable, we love 
this collection of 35 
fluffy andfun animal 
knits for little and 
big people alike! 
Available to buyfrom 
10 September. 



ico Books) 




JUNIOR COLOUR KNITS 

Erika Knight (£9.95, Quail 
Publishing) 



If you're looking for a 
bookthat's filled with 
colourful designs 
then this isforyou. 
Packed with simple 
Ideas for babies and 
kids it's ideal for 
those new to knitting 
forchildren. 




Find US on Facebookxom/KnitToday 








For a day trip to handmade heaven, look 
no further than a ticket to The Handmade 
Fair at Hampton Court Palace on 18-20 x 
September (thehandmadefair.com; tickets 
from £16). Hone your skills or be inspired 
at the Super Theatre or Skills Workshop, 
or browse the fripperies and frills on 
offer in the Shopping Village - extra tote 
bags for purchases are recommended! 



We're already 
big fans of Frankie 
Brown and her fab 
freebie patterns 
on Ravelry, but this 
has to be one of 
our favourites! 
Worked in DK 
scraps from your 
own stash this 
gorgeous bag wi 
be the envy of all 
not to mention 
perfect place for 
your latest project. 
Find this rainbow, 
lust-have make at 
Ravelry.com/ 
designers/ 
frankie-brown. 
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W oody the sheep has lost his 

fleece but... hang on a 
minute, we can create a new 
one for him! Little ones will love 
giving this sweet sheep a new fleece. 
They simply thread the wool provided 
through all those holes to create fun, 
looped patterns and help Improve 
hand-eye coordination. Once 
finished. Woody becomes a beautiful 
decorative ornament, with pedigree 
too - the wood is from a sustainable 
French forest and the wool is French 
organic - oh la la! Woody Knitting 
Game costs £25.95 from e-side at 
notonthehighstreet.com. This kit is 
recommended for children aged 4+. 
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ELEKTRA 



Bright, bold colours are one of 
our fave trends this season, so 
we can't get enough of Elektra, 
the first ever yarn from Conway 
-t- Bliss. The pair, made up of 
Debbie Bliss' daughter Nell and 
her creative partner Teresa, 
launched their first designs 
earlier this year, and have 
followed up with a fabulously 
flamboyant collection to 
support their new yarn, which 
knits up on 8mm needles and 
comes in 12 shades, all named 
after music genres. Rock on! 
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Hi Meredith! 

Tell us about 
OneSheepIshGirl. 
com... Hello! 

I I started 

OneSheepishGIrl 

at college to share my new passion for 
knitting and crochet. A friend encouraged 
me to try blogging and I went for it with 
zero experience. I still have a hard time 
believing howfar my blog has come, 



feel. I do my best to incorporate my own 
'sheepish' style into everything I make! 

What do you love most about being a 
designer/blogger? 

! love the ability to create new things, to 
be able to express my creativity, and to 
do it all in a space that is unique to me. I 
look upon it as an incredible blessing and 
I couldn't be more thankful. 



X NOltBOOK X 



D MINUKS wm... 



What's your favourite OSG design? 

Oh, what a tough choice! One of my 
favourite knit projects is my Knit 
Ampersand. 1 simply knit an !-cord over 
some primary wire to create a unique 
piece of wall art! I love using knitting and 
crochet in unexpected ways. 

Do your designs reflect your own style? 

Absolutely! I love wearing clothes that 
have clean lines, bold colours, and a retro 



Where do you find inspiration? 

I am what you might call a magazine 
hoarder... ha ha! I love drawing inspiration 
from fashion editorials in my favourite 
magazines. I am also a big fan of Pinterest 
and love gathering inspiration there from 
all around the Internet! 



See more great ideas and designs from 
Meredith at Onesheeplshgirl.com 




MUST BOOKMARK! 

www.ravelry.com 

Any knitter worth their salt will love spending 
time wandering around Ravelry-it's packed 
with pattern downloads, yarn details, forums, 
groups, project info and tech help. Dive in! 




For button gluttons 

Add a flourish to your knit 
with a fabulous fastening 




WILLIAM MORRIS CERAMIC 

Created for the V&A these buttons pay 
homage to the Arts & Crafts movement. 
£2 each, stockwellceramics.co.uk 

BLACK & CREAM 

Magical 
monochrome 
makes a great 
impact . Six fabric 
buttons, £6, from 
Diane Francis 
Designs on Etsy. 




COOL SECONDS 
Try large recycled 
buttons (£3.50 
each), in eight 
colours from 
Flock Follies at 
notonthe 
highstreet.com 





HEART BUTTONS 
We love these 
ceramic heart 
buttons from 
Dottery Pottery. 
Just £5 for 4 from 
Dottery Pottery on 
Folksy.com. 



TINNED TREATS 




Can't decide? 

Bag yourself a 
whole tin of 
button loveliness 
from The Makery 
at Johnlewis.com. 
50 buttons, £6.95. 



Find us on Facebook.com/KnitToday 
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As well as looking lovely, bamboo needles 
are lighter then metal and can make for a 
more relaxing knitting experience. They're 
also better at gripping your yarn, meaning 
far less chance of dropped stitches. Update 
your equipment with this full set of 18 pairs 
of carbonised bamboo needles, tucked 
neatly into a geometric drawstring storage 
bag. Just £24.95 from Berylune at 
Notonthehighstreet.com. 



RECORD 

BREAKER 

Edward Elannaford 



of Sittingbourne has 
broken the world 
record for creating 
the longest piece of 
continuous knitting 
wl th a colourful rope 
measuring almost 20 
miles long! 



KNITTERS 
SAY 'NO' TO 
FRACKING 

A group of knitting 
mammas and nannas 
from Alice Springs, 
Australia have 
staged a two-hour 
'knit“in' in to protest 
about hydraulic 
fracking In Australia's 
Northern Territories. 
Find out more about 
their 'nannafesto' at 
Knittlng-nannas.com 





T he first photos of Princess 
Charlotte in her oh-so-sweet 
knitted bonnet didn't just melt 
hearts around the world - they revived 
a trend for old-fashioned handknit 
bonnets! Since then the sweet caps 
have been a must-add to Ravelry 
queues for knitters everywhere. 

This pretty bonnet from Sublime is 
simple enough to tempt newbies to 
try lace knitting for the first time - 
and it only takes one ball of Sublime 
Cashmere Merino Silk DK! It's part of 
The Seventeenth Little Sublime Hand 
Knit Book of 15 patterns, available for 
about £8 from most yarn shops. 




OH-SO FlUFFYI 

A re you a fan of the uber-cute? This best- 
selling King Cole pattern comes with two 
sweet seals (one large, one small). Their 
cuddly fur finish is achieved using King Cole Luxe 
Fur in shades of Impala, Polar and Silver Fox. 
£2.65 from Purplelindacrafts.co.uk. 




Sep 4 Knit Your First Jumper workshop, £49 
Born to Knit, Fisherton Mill, Salisbury 
07557 985935 Borntoknit.co.uk 

Sep 6 Fix it Disaster Recovery workshop, £35 
Baa Ram Ewe, 180 Harrogate Road, Leeds 

Baaramewe.co.uk 

Sep 11-13 Bristol Wool Fair, from £8 
Bristol Exhibition Centre, Washingpool Farm, 

Bristolwoolfair.co.uk 

Sep 26-Oct4 Shetland Wool Week, some 
free. Events taking place across the region 
Shetlandwoolweek.com 
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Be bold with Lynne Rowe's chunky 
block striped tee worked in soft cotton 



Find us on Facebook.com/KnitToday 
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22.25 {22.75:22.75;24;24.75) cm 
8% {9:9:9V2:93/4) in 




TENSION 

14 sts and 20 rows to 10cm or 

4in measured over st st using 

6.5mm needles 

PATTERN NOTES 

■ When changing colour, 
leave long tail ends 
[approximately 40cm 
(15%in)] of yarn to sew 
seams at the end 
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MATERIALS 

■ Yarn 

Wendy Supreme Cotton 
Chunky 

Yarn A: 2 (2:3;3:3) x lOOg 
balls in Cherry (shade 1428) 
Yarn B: 2 (2:3:3:3) x lOOg 
balls in Ochre (shade 1437) 
Yarn C: 3 (3:3:4:4) x lOOg 
balls in Cerise (shade 1433) 

■ Needles 

1 pair 6mm (UK 4, US 10) 

1 pair 6.5mm (UK 3, US 10.5) 
knitting needles 



YARN ALTERNATIVES 

■ Rowan All Seasons Chunky 
knitrowan.com 

01484 681881 

■ Mayfield Bonus Chunky 
sirdar.co.uk 

01924 231 682 

■ Turn to page 93 for a list of 
abbreviations 



YARN DETAIL 

■ Wendy Supreme Cotton 
Chunky 

tbramsden.co.uk 
01943 872264 

■ 100% mercerised cotton 

■ 100g/83m (91yds) 

■ Machine wash at 30“C 

■ £4.25 



, his super-chic block striped tee is 

worked in a soft, chunky weight 
‘ cotton yarn so you'll have it knitted 

up in no time. We love these bold colours 
' teamed with your favourite skinny jeans 
1 or denim shorts but if sunset shades are 
not your palette, Wendy Supreme 
1 Cotton Chunky is also available in a range 
of cool ocean hues so you can choose 
your own colour story. 

FRONT AND BACK (MAKE 2) 

Using yarn A and 6.5mm needles, cast 
on 67 (73:79:85:97) sts. 

For the rib edging: 

Row 1 (RS): K4, p3, (k3, p3) to the end. 
Row 2 (WS): (K3, p3) to the last 4 sts, k4. 
Rows 3-8: Rep rows 1 and 2 three 
times more. 

Change to 6.5mm needles. 

For sizes 12-14 and 16-18 only: 

Row 9 (RS): Kfb, K to last st, Kfb. 

75 (81) sts 
Row 10 (WS): P. 

For size 20-22 only: 

Row 9 (RS): Kfb, (K27, Kfb) 3 times. 

89 sts 

Row 10 (WS): P. 

For all sizes 

Work in st st until work measures 15 
(15.5:16:16.5:17) cm, 

6 (6:6!4:6y2:6^) in, from cast on edge 
ending with a WS row. 

Change to yarn B. 

Work in st st until work measures 
30 (31:32:33:34) cm, 

11Y4 (12V4:12y2:13:13y2) In, from cast on 
edge, ending with a WS row. 

Change to yarn C. 

Work in st st until work measures 
40 (41.5:43:44.5:46) cm. 




96.5(107:117:127:139) cm 
38 (42:46:50:541/2) in 
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15% {16y4;17;17y2:18) in, from cast on 
edge, ending with a WS row. 

Next row: (K1, pi) to the last st, k1. 

Rep last row (to form moss st) until work 
measures 45 (46.5:48:49,5:51) cm, 

17% (18y4:19:19y2:20) in, from cast on 
edge. Cast off knitwise using the simple 
cast off below, 

SLEEVES (MAKE 2) 

Using yarn C and 6mm needles, cast on 
61 (63:63:67:69) sts. 

Row 1: (K1, pi) to the last st, k1. 

Rep row 1 three times more. 

Change to 6.5mm needles and work 
6 (6:8:8:8) rows in st st. Cast off. 

MAKING UP 

Using matching yarn sew shoulder seams 
from outside edge for approximately 
5cm (or more if a smaller neckline is 
desired). 

Fold sleeves in half and match centre 
point with shoulder seam. Pin and stitch 
in place. Sew side and sleeve seams. 

Lightly iron, placing a thin tea towel over 
your knitting. Do not place iron directly 
onto fabric. Leave to dry completely. 





Get the perfect si zing, 
for chunky yarn by 
working up a tension 
square before you start 



SIMPLE STEPS SIMPLE CAST 

The simple cast off creates 
a firm, hard-wearing edge 
to your fabric. It can end 
up being quite tight and 
pull in the edges of your 
work, so if you find this 
happening make sure you 
aren-ttightening your yam 
after dropping off your stitch 
(step 2 ). If you are still finding 
it's too tight, try going up 
a needle size or two, by 
using a larger needle in your 
right hand to create bigger 
stitches to cast off with. 



OFF 




1 Knit two sts. Now insert 
the tip of your left hand 
needle into the first stitch 
you knitted on your right 
hand needle, from left then 
right, as in the above picture. 




4 ’ 

\ ' ■ , 







2 Continuing to use your left 
hand needle tip, lift the first 
stitch up and over the 
second stitch you knitted, 
and drop it off the right 
needle first and then off the 
left hand needle. 




3 Knit a stitch so that you 
have two stitches on your 
right needle and repeat the 
cast off as before until your 
last stitch. Break your yarn, 
thread it through the final 
stitch and pull taut. 



Find us on Facebook.com/KnltToday 
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If you're after a look-at-me bag, allow us to 
introduce this nifty little number. Its navy and 
white flecks, sturdy shape and neon topping 
make a tote so dazzling you'll wanna it hold close 
and never let go, Destined to become a fave. 

m[[ i[AS[ 

Flamboyant and flouncy, this fun keyring will look 
swish left keyless and dangling from your bag, so 
get flicky with your neon tail and give it a cheeky 
twirl. Tether your keys to neon and they'll be easy 
to spot as they lurk at the bottom of your satchel. 


















Punctuate autunnn with fluoro brights from this 
collection of on-trend makes by Rosee Woodland 
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Gtl l\ GRIP 

Here's a clutch for girls who take colour coding 
seriously. Knitted in zingy hi-viz neon this solid 
block of hue makes the perfect fashion full stop 
to a little black dress. Accessories this good 
deserve to be shown off and, as it contains your 
disco survival kit, you'll want to hold it close. 

COWi GIRi 

You'll go loop-da-loop for this infinity cowl, it's 
super-easy to knit and super-cosy to wear once 
you've curled it around your neck. Even with 
its neon flash, the navy and white colourway is 
neutral enough to partner with other shades - so 
you can accessorise to your heart's content. 
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[INK SYNC 

Make a splash with this stunning chain necklace 
filled with drama and style. Waist- length and 
with supersize links, this is a statement piece 
that will elevate even the plainest dress or tee 
to look-at-me status. 



WRISI WWP 

These simple i-cord bracelets are a lovely easy 
project for those keen to get into crafting, so if 
you've been meaning to teach your little sister 
finger knitting, start with these quick, wearable 
makes. Keep to the same colourway or use 
leftover yarn from your stash. 
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IOI[S AHWING 

Stash your projects in this sturdy little 
sack. Chunky Hi Viz yarn gives this tote 
a solid look, while Navy and Cream 
Stripe knits up into fetching flecks. 



Yarn 

Tek Tek T shirt yarn, 

1 X large 136m (148yds) cone each in 
Navy Cream Stripe and Hi Viz 
colourway 

This amount is enough to make the 
Totes Amazing Bag and the Cluck 
Clutch (see page 28). 

Due to the nature of recycled t-shirt 
yarns, available colours change 
regularly and yarn length may vary 
slightly between cones. If you can't 
find the colour you want from Tek Tek 
give Wool And The Gang Jersey Be 
Good or Hoooked ZpagettI a try. 
Needles & accessories 
1 pair of 10mm (UK 000, US 15) 
straight knitting needles 
Tapestry needle 

Tek Tek T shirt yarn 
Super chunky we ight 
100% cotton 
820g/136m (148yds) 

Hand wash 

£8.50 per 136m cone from 
firesideyarn.co.uk 

10 sts and 16 rows to 10cm or 4In square 
over St St using 10mm needles. 31cm 
wide X 34cm tall (after sewing up). 



Using 10mm needles and HI Viz, cast on 
34 stitches using the thumb method (see 
p91). Knit 10 rows. 

Row 11 (RS): Knit 12 sts, cast off central 
10 sts and knit 12 sts to end. 

Row 12 (WS): Knit 12 sts, cast on 10 sts 
using the backwards loop method (see 
p91), making sure to pull cast on stitches 
quite taut, knit 12 sts. 

Knit 10 more rows. 

Change to Navy Cream Stripe. 

Row 23 (RS): Knit 
Row 24 (WS): Purl 

These last two rows form stocking stitch. 
Repeat last 2 rows 16 times more. You 
should have 34 rows of stocking stitch. 
Row 57 (RS): Purl. This will make a ridge 
on the right side to make it easier to fold 
the base of the bag. 

Row 58 (WS): Purl 
Row 59 (RS): Knit 

Repeat the last 2 rows 16 times more. 



Row 92 (WS): Purl 
Change to Hi Viz. 

Knit 10 rows. 

Row 103 (RS): Knit 12 sts, cast off 
central 10 sts, knit 12 sts to end. 

Row 104 (WS): Knit 12 sts, cast on 10 sts 
using the backwards loop method, knit 
12 sts. 

Knit 9 more rows. 

Row 114 (WS): Cast off knitwise using 
the simple cast off {see p92). 

Using a steam iron on a medium setting 
gently press the bag on the wrong side 
of the stocking stitch section only. 

Using matching yarn for each section, 
sew up the sides of the bag, right sides 
together, using back stitch. Weave in all 
ends, and clip them, leaving a 5cm (2in) 
tail on the inside of the bag for each tail 
to avoid it working its way loose. 
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IASS[L m RING 

Keep your keys high viz with this on- 
trend i-cord accessory, which doubles 
up as a cheeky bag charm you can make 
foryourfriends- they'll love it! 

Yarn 

You can use oddments of any double 
knit or worsted weight yarn for this 
quick project. 

We used scraps of Manos del Uruguay 
Maxima in shade Highlighter (M2060). 
At the time of writing, this shade was 
not available in the UK, A good 
alternative is Red Heart Lisa, in shade 
Neon Yellow (8232) 

Needles & accessories 

Two double pointed 4mm (UK 8, US 6) 

knitting needles 

Tapestry needle 

Key ring fob 

Cord end cap 

Superglue 

Manos del Uruguay Maxima 

Worsted weight 

100% extrafine merino woo 

100g/200m 

Hand wash 

£14 per 100g hank from 
manosyarns.com 

Other shades available in the UK from 
loveknitting.com 

Red Heart Lisa 
DK weight 
100% acrylic 
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50g/133m (145yds) 

Machine wash 

95p per lOOg ball from 

redheart.co.uk 

Exact tension is not crucial for this 
project. 

Adjustable. 

Using 4mm needles cast on five stitches. 
*Without turning the work, slide the 
stitches to the other end of the left hand 
needle and take the yarn across the back 
of the work. Knit the five stitches.** 

Repeat from * to **. At first the stitches 
will feel quite baggy, but after you've 
knitted several rows the i-cord will start 
to tighten up and become neater. 

Work from * to **, repeating this 
sequence until you have made an i-cord 
about 7cm (2%in) long. Break yarn, 
leaving at least a 20cm (8in) length and 
thread it onto a needle. 

Slide the stitches along to the tip of the 
needle again and, without turning your 
work, thread your needle through the 
stitches one at a time, slipping them off 
the needle as you do so. 

When all stitches are off the needle, pull 
the yarn end tight to fasten them off 
securely but do not weave in the yarn tail 




1. Weave in the tail created when you 
cast on, by threading it onto a needle 
and then passing it vertically down the 
centre of the i-cord and out the other 
end. If the yarn isn't long enough to do 
this, poke the needle out through the 
side of the i-cord and carefully snip the 
tail close to the surface - you'll find that it 
will disappear into the fabric. 

2. Cut lengths of your yarn, varying them 
between 15cm (6in) and 20cm (8in) long. 
Pass them through the edge of the 
fastened offend of the i-cord, to create a 
fringe. You can either knot them in place 
or just leave them hanging, as you wil 
secure them in a moment. 

3. When you are happy with how the 
fringe looks, take the tail you used to 
fasten off the i-cord and wrap it around 
the top of the fringe three times, to 
neaten everything up and hide the join. 
Knot your tail to one of the pieces of 
fringe to secure it and cut it so that it is a 
similar length to the rest of the fringe 

4. Soften the edge of the fringe by 
rubbing it between your palms for a few 
seconds, to fluff up the ends slightly. 

5. When you are happy with the finished 
fringe effect, superglue the other end of 
the i-cord into the cord cap. Leave to dry 
for a few minutes before usinq it. 



Find us on Facebook.com/KnitToday 
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CLUCK CLUICH 

Bag up your bits for a night on the tiles 
with a neon clutch that's bright enough 
to steal the limelight. Make it from the 
same cone of yarn as the tote. 

Yarn 

Tek Tek T shirt yarn, Hi Viz (see Tote 
pattern, on previous page) 

Needles & accessories 
1 pair of 10mm (UKOOO, US 15) straight 
knitting needles 
Pins 

Sewing needle 
Tapestry needle 
Navy zip, 22cm long 
Matching polyesterthread 
Lining fabric, approx 18cm by 37cm 

Tek Tek T shirt yarn 
1 X large 820g cone in Hi Viz 
Due to the nature of recycled t-shirt 
yarns, available colours change 
regularly and yarn length may vary 
slightly between cones. If you can't 
find the colour you want from Tek Tek 
you can also try Wool And The Gang 



Jersey Be Good or Hoooked 
Zpaghetti. 

Tek Tek T shirt yarn 
Super chunky weight 
1 00% cotton 
820g/136m (148yds) 

Hand wash 

£8,50 per 136m (148yds) cone from 
firesideyarn.co.uk 

10 sts and 16 rows to 10cm or 4in square 
measured overstocking stitch using 
10mm needles. 

14cm X 20.5cm (after sewing up) 

Using 10mm needles cast on 22 sts 
using the thumb method (turn to page 
91 for a photo step by step). 

Row 1 (RS): Knit. 

Row 2 (WS): Purl. 

These two rows form stocking stitch. 
Repeat these two rows 9 more times. 
Row 21 (RS): Knit. 

Row 22 (WS): Knit. This will make a 
ridge to make it easier to fold the base 
of the bag 
Row 23 (RS): Knit 



Row 24 (WS): Purl. 

Repeat these two rows 9 more times. 
Cast off purlwise using the simple cast off, 
(see p92). 

1. Using a steam iron on a medium 
setting gently press the bag on the 
reverse of the fabric, 

2. With the wrong side of the finished 
piece facing up, pin the lining fabric to 
the bag, folding under a 2cm seam al 
the way around as you do. 

3. Hand sew the lining fabric to the bag, 
removing the pins as you go. Due to the 
stretchy nature of the yarn, you may find 
that you need to slightly adjust how 
much lining fabric is folded under as you 
go, to keep It flat. 

4. Open up the zip and pin one side of it 
to the top long edge of the lining fabric. 

5. Hand sew It to the lining, using 
backstitch to make it nice and secure. 
Repeat for the second side. 

6. Leaving the zip open, fold the bag so 



I 




28 KNIT-TODAY.COM 














p p ■ p 



that the lining fabric is on the outside, 
and stitch the sides together using the 
Hi Viz yarn. 

7. Carefully turn the bag right side out, 
so as not to damage your stitching. 

8. Give the bag one more gentle press, 
avoiding the zip. Close the zip and hey 
presto! You're ready for a night out. 



INFlNliy cowl 

Add a flash of neon to a classic cowl 
and bust your stash in one easy move 
with this infinity-and-beyond scarf, 
which goes with just about anything. 



Yarn 

1 X 50g ball of Rico Essentials Big in 
shade Neon Yellow (24) 

3 X 50g ball of Rico Essentials Big in 
shade Cream (01) 

4 X 50g ball of Rico Essentials Big in 
shade Navy (11) 

Needles & accessories 
1 pair of 7mm straight knitting needles 
(UK 2, US 10.5-11) 

Tapestry needle 



Rico Essentials Big 
Chunky weight 
50% wool, 50% acrylic 
50g/48m (52yds) 

Hand wash 

£3.99 per 50g ball from 
rico-design.de 




1 1 sts and 16 rows to 10cm or 4in square 
over stocking stitch, using 7mm 
knitting needles. Finished size 
20cm wide x 250cm circumference 

Using 7mm needles and Navy, cast on 
22 sts using the thumb method (turn to 
page 91 for a photo step by step). 

Row 1 (RS): Knit. 

Row2 (WS): Purl. 

These two rows form stocking stitch. 
Continue as set in stocking stitch for 
50 rows in total. 

'k'k'k 

Change to Cream and continue in 



stocking stitch for 50 rows in tota 
Change to Navy. 






Repeat from ** to **** 3 times in total. 
Repeat from ** to *** once more. 

Change to Neon Yellow and continue in 
stocking stitch for 50 rows in total. 

Cast off using a simple cast off and 
weave in ends (turn to page 92 for a 
photo step by step). 



sides together, back stitch together 
the cast on and cast off short ends. Be 
careful not to twist the long length of 
knitting as you do so. 

Using a steam iron on a medium setting, 
lightly iron the cowl, first on the wrong 
side, and then on the right side, to help 
the edges uncurl slightly. 

Leave your cowl flat to dry completely 
and then loop it on. 



Using a tapestry needle and with right 



» 
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Be bold! Throw on this mega chunky, 
ultra light chain - it won't weigh you 
down but it'll certainly get you noticed. 
Make it as short or as long as you tike. 



Yarn 

1 X lOOg hank of Manos del Uruguay 
Maxima in shade Highlighter {M2060), 
At the time of writing, this shade was 
not available In the UK. A good 
alternative is Red Heart Lisa, in shade 
Neon Yellow (8232) 

Needles & accessories 

1 pair of 4mm (UK 8, US 6) knitting 

needles 

Tapestry needle 



Manos del Uruguay Maxima 
Worsted weight 
100% extrafine merino wool 
100g/200m (218yds) 

Hand wash 

£14 per lOOg hank from 

Other shades available in the UK from 

loveknitting.com 

• Red Heart Lisa, in shade Neon Yellow 
(8232) 

DK weight 
100% acrylic 
50g/133m (145yds) 

Machine wash 
95p per lOOg ball 




- » 



22 sts and 30 rows to 10cm or 4in over 
stocking stitch using 4mm needles. 
Finished size; Adjustable. Our necklace 
was about 1m In circumference and used 
18 chain links. For a chain that doesn't 
twist when it hangs you'll need to use an 
even number of links. 

Using 4mm needles cast on 35 stitches 
using the thumb method (p91). 

Row 1 (WS): Purl. 

Row 2 (RS): Knit. 

Repeat the last two rows once more. 

Row 5 (WS): Cast off knitwise using the 
simple cast off. Leave your yarn ends 
unwoven for finishing later. We used the 



clippings from our yarn ends to make the 
fringe for the key ring. 

The small pieces of fabric you have 
made will naturally curl together to show 
the 'wrong' (purl) sides on the outside as 
a kind of tube. Your finished chain uses 
this as the outer edge, so don't press 
your finished pieces to prevent this 
curling from happening. 

1 . For your first link, hold the two short 
ends of the fabric together with the 
'wrong' (purl) sides together, and stitch 
them together using one of your yarn 
ends from the cast on or cast off. 



2. Weave In the remaining yarn end, 
fasten off and clip both yarn ends. 

3. Turn the link the other way out, so that 
the 'wrong' (purl) side is showing. 

4. For the next, and all but final link, do 
the same thing, but make sure you've 
passed your loop around the previous 
link first, so that the two are connected. 

5. For your final link, loop through both 
the first and last links you've made, to 
join them together, and then finish it as 
before to complete the necklace. 

6. Wrap it around your neck and stand 
out from the crowd! 
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CORD BRACtltlS 

Bust your scrap stash with these ultra 
speedy makes. The power cord bands 
make perfect wrist wraps - they're the 
newfriendship bracelets. 



Yarn 

You can use oddments of any chunky 
yarn for this quick project. We used 
scraps of Rico Essentials Big in shades 
Neon Yellow (24), Cream (01) and 
Navy ( 11 ). 

Needles & accessories 
Two double pointed 7mm (UK 2, US 
10.5-11) knitting needles 
Tapestry needle 



Chunky weight 
50% wool, 50% acrylic 
50g/48m (52yds) 

Hand wash 

£3.99 per 50g ball from 
rico-designs.de 



Make a finger knitted chain as follows: 

1 . Make a slip knot and put it over your 
left index finger. 

2. *Take a piece of the working yarn and 
wrap it over your left index finger, in 
between your original slip knot and the 
tip of your finger. 

3. Holding this new loop taut, pull the 
original slip knot over the new one and 
off your finger. ** You have now made a 
finger knitted stitch! 

4. Repeat from * to ** until your chain is 
the desired length. Cut your yarn tail and 
pass it through the final stitch. Weave in 
ends if desired. Loop it around your wrist 
and tie in a knot. 



Make as for Skinny Cord, ending when 
your chain is two and a half times the 
circumference of your wrist. Weave in 
ends if desired. Fold the chain in half 
and tie a loose knot in the centre. Tie 
around your wrist as before. 



Make a two stitch i-cord as follows: 

1 , Using a pair of 7mm double pointed 
needles cast on two stitches. 



2. ^Without turning the work, slide the 
stitches to the other end of the left hand 
needle and take the yarn across the back 
of the work. 

3. Knit the two stitches.** 

4. Repeat from * to **. At first the 
stitches will feel quite baggy, but after 
you've knitted several rows the cord will 
start to tighten up and become neater. 

5. Work from * to **, repeating this 
sequence until you have made an i-cord 
long enough to fasten around your wrist. 

6. Break the yarn, leaving at least a 10cm 
length and thread this length onto a 
tapestry needle. 

7. Slide the stitches along to the tip of 
the needle again and, without turning 
your work, thread your needle through 
the stitches one at a time, slipping them 
off the needle as you do so. 

8. When both stitches are off the needle, 
pull the yarn end tight enough to fasten 
them off securely. 

9. Weave in ends if desired and tie 
around your wrist as before. 

Make an i-cord as follows: 

1. Using a pair of 7mm double pointed 
needles cast on three stitches. 



2. *Without turning the work, slide 
stitches to other end of left hand needle 
and take yarn across back of work. 

3. Knit the three stitches.** 

4. Repeat from * to **. At first the 
stitches will feel quite baggy, but after 
you've knitted several rows you'll find 
that the i-cord will start to tighten up 
and become neater. 

5. Work from * to **, repeating this 
sequence until you have made a cord 
long enough to fasten around your wrist. 

6. Break yarn, leaving a piece at least 
10cm in length and thread it onto a 
tapestry needle. 

7. Slide the stitches along to the tip of 
the needle again and, without turning 
your work, thread your needle through 
the stitches one at a time, slipping them 
off the needle as you do so. 

8. When all three stitches are off the 
needle, pull the yarn end tight to fasten 
them off securely. 

9. Weave in ends if desired and tie 
around your wrist as before. 
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This month we down needles and talk ice 
cream, Pimm's and knitted bikinis with 
knitwear designer Jessica Biscoe 














i^r 




H»»»g,Ti t«iTTi«6 iMSOil- 



ummer is the time when some 
^ knitters down needles and 
retreat to a shady corner, but it 
• doesn't need to be that way! 

. No, knitting is a craftfor all 
seasons, why shouldn't we don 
our (temperature appropriate) knits and 
enjoy a '99 on the beach? (Flake n'all!) 

My head's been swimming with 
summer inspiration the past few 
months, so grab that glass of Pimm's 
and I'll show you what's caught my eye... 

'j ’■ • <■ . . 

Plantfibres like cotton, bamboo and 
linen are perfectfor summer knits - 
combine these light, breathable fibres 
with splashes of colour and a neutral 
base, and you can't go wrong. 

If that's not your bag, try a finer ply 
wool yarn, or plant blends; I love the 
squish of a good wool cotton! My 
favourite colours this season (or let's 
face it, anytime!) are mint, yellow and 
a lovely zingy orange. 

A lot of spinners are producing 
plant-based tape yarnsthisyear and 
I'm curious to try them. In cheery 
summer colours these chunky yarns 
are the perfect texture for a tank or 
slouchy sweater, don't you think? 



Dubro tee pattern, 
approx £3.85, from 
Quinceandco.com 
Teardrop Shawl 
pattern, £3.50, from 
Cottonandcloud.com 
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I can see these yarns working really well 
with chunky needles for a quick knitand 
some light coverage on a hot day. 




Lace also provides some necessary 
ventilation, sothe Alcomartee in the 
new issue of Pom Pom Quarterly 
magaz/ne (#13) is another staple 
destined for my needles. Last year 
I finished Cotton & Cloud's Teardrop 
Shawl in a lovely zesty shade of Rialto 
Lace by Debbie Bliss, and it's a great 
way to finish off a summer outfit. 
Embrace the lace, I say! 



OH, BUT WHAT TO KNIT... 

So what treats should we knit with these 
delectable yarns? My queue on ravelry. 
com is currently full to bursting with great 
ideas I simply can't keep up with. 

My top picks for really wearable, 
everyday patterns are Quince and Co's 
Astertank and Dubro tee. The shaping 
on both garments is just perfect. 




BEABl'^IN! BABE! 

Now, a knitted or crocheted bikini 
sounds impractical, right? Butthey've 
been making a bit of a comeback on 
the high street recently, along with 
cropped tops, and I'm seriously 
coveting a sweet knitted bra let for 
a spot of sunbathing, or layering under 
a cool cotton shirt. 







The Leeds Halter by Tara-Lynn Morrison 
{available on ravelry.com) is next on my 
knit-list, as well as Wool and the Gang's 
Teeny Tiny bikini. Thisfabulous knit is a 
very good reason to try outtheir rather 
brilliantly named. Shiny Happy Cotton. 

IT'S DREAM'' OUTDOORS 

So where are you going to do all this 
knitting? As long as you can find a shady 
spot knitting outside is a liberating 
experience so don't forget your needles 
when heading outand about this summer. 

Whether it's on a blanket in the park, 
a long train journey or big adventure, it's 
a great way to get some extra rows in 
while seeing the sights. 

You'll need to be prepared though: 
a small project bag and survival kit are 



a must. I recommend the following 
essentials: yarn needle, scissors and a 
handy retractable tape measure. 

If you're going to be on your feet a lot, 
grab a project bag with a small handle to 
loop over your wrist and you'll never miss 
a stitch! Oh, and don'tforget your pattern 
- 1 like to keep PDF copies of mine on my 
phone for easy access. 

Summer is becoming myfave knitting 
season, so I'm packing away my winter 
WIPsand heading fora picnic blanket. I 
hope you'll join me - Pimm's anyone? 

® Jessica's summer ® Bralet in Chunky Knit, 

knitting survival kit £22, from Asos.com 

© Susy Rust Knitted O Wool & The Gang 

Crop Vest Top, £15, Teeny Tiny Bikini Kit, £25, 

Prettylittlething.com Woolandthegang.com 





A LOoL AT 
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"Knitting Smitten was inspired by 
all that's cute and crafty! It's aimed 
at beginners but has a range of 
different sized projects and learning 
opportunities, so you can progress 
as you work through the patterns. 

"My favourite project is probably 
the triangle motif blanket - it lives 
on the back of my sofa and makes 
a great statement piece! 

"Homewares make fab summer 
projects -the cushions and neon 
dishcloth are some of my favourite 
patterns for brightening up the 
house. They're just the right size for 
travel-knits and are super practical! 
And the set of little bobble hats for 
eggs will make perfect gifts." 

Knitting Smitten by Jessica Biscoe, 

£12.99, Quadrille Publishing 



/ 



©Delphi cotton tape 
yarn from Debbie Bliss, £4.75 per 50g 
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Make Louise Walker's cute kitty purse 
with a mix of DK and ultra fluffy yarns 



Find us on Facebook.com/KnitToday 
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Yarn 

1 X 50g balls of Louisa 
Harding in the following: 
Yarn A: Cassia in Powder (105) 
Yarn B: Cassia in Silver (113) 
Yarn C: Luzia in Wish (012) 
Yarn D: Black DK yarn for 
embroidering the face 
Needles 

1 pair 4mm (UK 8, US 6) 

1 pair 8mm (UKO, US 11) 
knitting needles 
Accessories 
Silver 15cm (6in) sew in 
purse frame and silver 
123cm (48V2in) purse chain 
from bag-clasps. co.uk 
1 fat quarter of cotton 
fabric for the lining 



Louisa Harding Cassia, £4.95 
designeryarns.uk.com 
01535 664222 
75% superwash wool, 

25% nylon 
DK 

50g/132m (144yds) 

Machine wash 40°C 



his playful purse is knitted in two 
different yarns. The front and ears 
are worked in a soft wool-mix DK 
and the back is knitted in a gorgeous 
fur-style yarn for a fabulously fluffy feel. 
The purse is finished with a simple sew-in 
clasp and chain. Why not line your kitty 
with a pretty, contrasting fabric? Polka 
dots or ditsy florals would be purrfectl 



Rows 11-26: Work in st st. 

Row 27: Cast off and weave in loose 
ends. 



Using a long tail cast on and 4mm 
needles, cast on 12 stitches in yarn A. 
This will form row 1. 

Row 2 & every following WS row: P. 

Row 3: (Kfb, k1) repeat to end. 18 sts 

Row 5: K. 

Row 7: (Kfb, k2) repeat to end. 24 sts 

Row 9: K. 

Row 11: (Kfb, k3) repeat to end. 30 sts 

Row 13: K. 

Row 15: (Kfb, k4) repeat to end. 36 sts 

Row 17: K. 

Rows 19-50: Work in st st. 

Row 51; Cast off and weave in loose 
ends. 



Using 8mm needles and the long tai 
cast on method, cast on 6 stitches in 
yarn C. This will form the first row of 
knitting. 

Row 2 & every following WS row: P 

Row 3: (Kfb, k1) repeat to end. 9 sts 
Row 5: (Kfb, k2) repeat to end, 12 sts 
Row 7: (Kfb, k4) repeat to end. 15 sts 
Row 9: (Kfb, k5) repeat to end. 18 sts 



The front of the ears are knitted with 
both yarn A and yarn B. Use the intarsia 
method when changing colour (see 
opposite page). Using the long tail cast 
on method and 4mm needles, cast on 14 
stitches in yarn A. This will form the first 
row of knitting. 

Row 2 (WS): P 

Row 3: K3 in yarn A, k8 in yarn B, k3 in 
yarn A. 

Row 4: P3 in yarn A, p8 in yarn B, p3 in 
yarn A. 

Rows 5-12: Repeat the last two rows 
four more times. 

Row 13: K3 in yarn A, skp in yarn B, k4 in 
yarn B, k2tog in yarn B, k3 in yarn A. 12 
sts 

Row 14: P3 in yarn A, p6 in yarn B, p3 in 
yarn A. 

Row 15: K3 in yarn A, skp in yarn B, k2 in 
yarn B, k2tog in yarn B, k3 yarn A. 

10 sts 

Row 16: P3 in yarn A, p4 in yarn B, p3 in 
yarn A. 

Row 17; K3 in yarn A, skp in yarn B, 
k2tog in yarn B, k3 in yarn A. 8 sts 
Row 18: Purl all stitches in yarn A from 
here on. 

Row 19: K2, skp, k2tog, k2. 6 sts 

Row 20: P. 

Row 21: Cast off and weave in loose 
ends. 



Louisa Harding Luzia, £14.75 
80% viscose, 20% nylon 
Chunky 

50g/40m (43yds) 

Hand wash 



For Cassia: 22 sts and 30 
rows to 10cm or 4in measured 
over st st using 4mm needles. 
For Luzia: 11 sts and 14 rows 
to 10cm or4in measured over 
st st using 8mm needles 



SKP Slip stitch knitwise, knit 
stitch, pass slipped 
stitch over, knit stitch 




Louisa Harding Luzia 3 
yarn knits up to look 
and feel like faux fur 




f; 
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Using the long tail cast on method and 
8mm needles, cast on 7 stitches in yarn 
C. This will form the first row of knitting. 
Row 2 & every following WS row: P. 
Rows 3-8: Work in st st. 

Row 9: Skp, k3, k2tog. 5 sts 
Row 11: Skp, k1, k2tog. 3 sts 
Row 12: Cast off purlwise and weave 
in loose ends. 



Using yarn D, embroider the face onto 
the front side of the purse, following the 
chart as a guide, The 'X' indicates where 
to sew over a knitted stitch and the lines 
indicate a backstitch. 



Place front piece of cat purse against the 
lining and carefully draw around it twice, 
creating two identical pieces. Cutout 
and place first against front piece with 
right sides facing in. Sew up neatly wi th 
a mattress stitch using a needle and 
matching thread. Leave a small hole 
along the cast off edge for turning. Sew 
up hole. Repeat for back of purse. 



Sew purse pieces together with right- 
sides facing In using yarn A and mattress 
stitch, being careful not to sew too far 
into knitting. Leave cast off edge open 
and 2.5cm (lin) along either vertical side 
of cast off edge unsewn. Sew bag clasps 
onto purse. Starting from 2.5cm (lln) gap 
on front side of purse, push purse into 
gap of clasp. Using yarn A, sew up and 
along cast off edge and down onto 
other side with 2.5cm (lin) gap In clasp. 
Repeat for the back side of the purse. 




50 
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Place one front and one back ear piece 
right-sides together. Sew up with a 
mattress stitch in yarn A, leaving cast on 
edges open. Turn right-side out and 
weave in loose ends. Repeat for second 
ear. Place each inner ear edge nine 
stitches above eye stitches. Position ears 
slightly diagonally and sew front of ear 
onto purse using yarn A, being careful 
not to sew Into lining. When attaching 
back of ears, sew a few stitches about 
2cm (%in) up the ear, pinning them 
against the purse. Add the purse chain. 



To attach a new colour, drop the old 
strand and leave it hanging until you 
need it again, then tie the new strand 
around the old one. To change 
strands, bring the new colour up from 
underneath the old one. This twists 
the strands together, preventing holes 
forming on the front of your work. 

You don't need to knot the strands 
around one another because the 
ends will later be woven in. 



□ 

Knit 



s 

Backstitch 



XJ 

Sew over stitch 



Kfb 



Find us on Facebook.com/KnitToday 
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Welcome to your new look Knit Today! 

Whether you're new to knitting, or just love fab 
patterns that knit up quickly, you're in the right 
place. Inside every issue you'll find a wide range 
of simple yet stunning projects, including quick- 
to-make garments, great gift ideas, on-trend 
accessories and must-have homewares. 






Have Knit Today magazine delivered 
straight to your device when you 
subscribe 
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New King Cole Drifter For Baby DK 
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a Richardson's soft 
in te>:tured cotton 






KNIT-TODAY.COM 41 







22.5 (23:24.5:25.5:26.5) cm 
9 (9:91/2:1 0:1 0V2) in 




MATERIALS 

■ Yarn 

10 (11:12:13:14) x 50g balls 
of Rowan Tetra Cotton in 
Iseo (001) 

■ Needles 

3.25mm (UK 10, US 3) 
knitting needles 
4mm (UK 8, US 6) 
knitting needles 

YARN DETAIL 

■ Rowan Tetra Cotton 
knitrowan.com 
01484 681881 

■ DK weight 

■ 100% cotton 

■ 50g/130m (142yds) 

■ Machine wash at 30°C 

■ £6.49 

TENSION 

22 sts and 32 rows to 10cm or 
4In measured over patt using 
4mm needles 



PATTERN NOTES 

Take care to ensure each dec 
of patt is matched by an inc. 
If there are insufficient sts to 
work both, work end sts of 
rows In st st. 

■ Turn to page 96 for full 
list of abbreviations 



stylish cotton sweater is a must 
for your summer wardrobe, 
especially as the cooler weather 
approaches. Lisa Richardson created this 
flattering open work design using 
Rowan's soft, textured Tetra Cotton DK. 
This yarn blendsfour shades and comes 
in eight dusky shades. We lovethe 
slouchyfeel of this fun make, which'll 
look great with your favourite jeans. 



BACK 

Using 4mm needles, cast on 
114 (126:138:150:166) sts. 

Work in patt as foils: 

Row 1 (RS): K3, *yfwd, si 1, k1, psso, k2, 
rep from * to last 3 sts, yfwd, si 1, K1, 
psso, K1. 

Row 2 (WS): P3, *yrn, p2tog, p2, rep 
from * to last 3 sts, yrn, p2tog, pi. 

These 2 rows form patt. 

Cont in patt until back meas 41 
(42:43:44:45) cm, 16 (16V2:1 7:1774:1 73 / 4 ) in 
ending with RS facing for next row. 



Shape raglan armholes 

Keeping patt correct, cast off 3 sts at 
beg of next 2 rows. 

108 (120:132:144:160) sts 



Sizes 8-10, 12-14, 16-18 and 
20-22 only: 

Next row (RS): K2, si 1, k1, psso, patt to 
last 4 sts, k2tog, k2. 

Next row: P3, patt to last 3 sts, p3. 
Next row: K3, patt to last 3 sts, k3. 

Next row: P3, patt to last 3 sts, p3. 

Rep last 4 rows 14 (9:6:2:-) times more. 
78 (100:118:138:-) sts 



Sizes 24-26 only: 

Next row (RS): K2, si 1, k1, psso, patt to 



last 4 sts, k2tog, k2. 

Next row (WS): P2, p2tog, patt to last 4 
sts, p2tog tbi, p2. 

Rep last 2 rows twice more. 148 sts 



All sizes: 

Next row (RS): K2, si 1, k1, psso, patt to 
last 4 sts, k2tog, k2. 

Next row: P3, patt to last 3 sts, p3. 

Rep last 2 rows 5 (16:24:34:38) times 
more, ending with RS facing for next row. 
Break yarn and leave rem 
66 (66:68:68:70) sts on a holder. 

FRONT 

Work as given for back until 
78 (78:82:82:86) sts rem In raglan 
armhole shaping. 

Work 3 (1:1:1:1) rows, ending with RS 
facing for next row. 

Shape front neck. 

Next row (RS): K2, si 1, k1, psso, patt 
7 (7:9:9:11) sts and turn, leaving rem sts 
on a holder. 10 (10:12:12:14) sts 
Work each side of neck separately. 
Keeping patt and raglan armhole 
decreases correct as set, dec 1 st at neck 
edge of next 4 rows, then on foil 
0 (0:1:1:2) alt rows and at same time 
dec 1 st at raglan armhole edge on 2nd 
and foil 1 (1:2:2:3) alt rows. 4 sts 
Work 1 row, ending with RS facing for 
next row. 

Next row (RS): K1 , si 1, k2tog, psso. 

Next row (WS): P2. 

Next row: K2tog and fasten off. 

With RS facing, slip centre 56 sts onto 
a holder, rejoin yarn and patt to last 
4 sts, k2tog, k2. 10 (10:12:12:14) sts 
Complete to match first side, 
reversing shapings. 




52 (57.5:62.5:68:75.5) cm 



20/2 (2272:24/2:27:29/2) in 
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SLEEVES 

Using 3.25nnnn needles, cast on 
40 (42:44:44:46) sts. 

Knit 3 rows, ending with WS facing for 
next row. 

Row 4 (WS): K2 (3:1:1:2), ml, 

[k5 (5:6:6:6), ml] 7 times, k3 (4:1:1:2). 

48 (50:52:52:54) sts 
Change to 4mm needles. 

Now work in patt as foils: 

Row 1 (RS): KO (1:0:0:1), *k2, yfwd, si 1, 
k1, psso, rep from * to last 0 (1:0:0:1) st, 
kO (1:0:0:1). 

Row 2 (WS): PO (1:0:0:1), *p2, yrn, p2tog, 
rep from * to last 0 (1 :0:0:1) st, pO 
(1:0:0:1). These 2 rows form patt. 

Cont in patt, shaping sides by inc 1 st at 
each end of 5th (5th:3rd:3rd:3rd) and 
every foil 8th (8th:8th:6th:6th) row to 
80 (78:86:70:72) sts, then on every foil 

- (10th:-:8th:8th) row until there are 

- (82:-:90:92) sts, taking inc sts into st st 
until there are sufficient to take into patt. 
Cont straight until sleeve meas 

46 (47:48:48:48) cm, 18 (18V2:19:19:19) in 
ending with RS facing for next row. 
Shape raglan 

Keeping patt correct, cast off 3 sts at 
beg of next 2 rows. 74 (76:80:84:86) sts 
Working all raglan shaping in same way 
as back raglan armhole shaping, dec 1 st 
at each end of next and 5 foil 4th rows, 
then on every foil alt row until 16 sts rem. 
Work 1 row, ending with RS facing for 
next row. 

Left sleeve only: 

Dec 1 st at each end of next row, then 
cast off 4 sts at beg of foil row. 10 sts 
Dec 1 st at beg of next row, then cast off 
4 sts at beg of foil row. 



Right sleeve only: Cast off 5 sts at beg 
and dec 1 st at end of next row. 10 sts 
Work 1 row. 

Cast off 4 sts at beg and dec 1 st at 
end of next row. 

Work 1 row. 

Both sleeves: Cast off rem 5 sts. 

MAKING UP 

Block out each piece of knitting and, 
following the instructions on the ball 
band, press the garment pieces. Take 
special care to press the edges as this 
will make sewing up both easier and 
neater. 

back raglan 
seams using back stitch, or mattress 
stitch if preferred. 

NECKBAND 

With RS facing and using 3.25mm 
needles, pick up and knit 12 sts from top 
of left sleeve, and 7 (7:9:9:11) sts down 
left side of front neck, k across 56 sts on 
front holder, pick up and knit 7 (7:9:9:11) 
sts up right side of front neck, and 12 sts 
from top of right sleeve, then k across 
66 (66:68:68:70) sts on back holder. 

160 (160:166:166:172) sts. 

Work in garter st for 8 rows, ending with 
WS facing for next row. 

Cast off knitwise (on WS). 

FINISHING 

Join the neckband and then the sleeve 
and side seams. 

Use a seam stitch such as back stitch 
or mattress stitch for all main knitting 
seams and use mattress stitch for the 
neckband. 



Join both front and right 




The cuffs of this sweater are finished with a 
neat gather to create a flattering drape 




Beautifully draping raglan sleeves add to the 
relaxed feel of this cool summer sweater 




This pattern is taken 
from the book Rowan 
Tetra Cotton Book 
(RRP £9.50). For more 
info go to Knitrowan. 
com. 



SIMPLE STEPS K2T0G 

K2tog (or knit two together) 
is the easy way to decrease. 
This decrease results in a 
stitch that leans right, so if a 
pattern asks for a right- 
leaning decrease use k2tog. 
When decreasing at both 
ends of a row, on the RS start 
with a left- leaning decrease 
and end the row with a 
right-leaning decrease. For 
the left-leaning decreases 
(S5K and SSP) see our tutorial 
section on page 91. 




1 Insert right hand needle into 
the next two stitches as if to 
knit them. Your needle should 
go into the second stitch on 
your left hand needle, before 
the first stitch. 




2 Wrap the working yarn 
around your right hand 
needle and knit the two 
stitches together, working 
otherwise as if you were 
knitting a single stitch. 




3 Slip the two old stitches off 
left hand needle. You now 
have a single new stitch on 
right hand needle to replace 
the two old stitches. You've 
now decreased one stitch. 



Find us on Facebook.com/KnitToday 
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What does it take to launch your own yarn label? 
Kirstie Duhig spent the day with Kerry Lord, who did just that 



2 














hankfully It's a warm, sunny morning at Toft 
alpaca farm, as the team has been hard at work 
since 7am. It's late May and shearing week, and 
with a herd of 200 alpacasthat means early starts! 

"I'm usually up at 6am as I spend an hour on our 
social media sites before my toddler, Edward, wakes 
up," says Kerry Lord, owner and creative director of 
luxury yarn brand The Toft Alpaca Shop. 

The farm is owned by her parents, Rob and Shirley 
Bettinson, who began breeding pedigree alpacas 
when Kerry was 11 years old. The yarn brand, studio 
and cafe are Kerry's creations. 

After breakfast with her son and a couple of 
fortifying cups of coffee, Kerry drops Edward, two, at 
nursery then checks her list of tasks for the day ahead. 

"I like everyone in the business to get involved In 
shearing week, as I think It's really important that we 
all understand where our yarn comes from," says 
Kerry. "Now that we have the yarn store, knitting and 
crochet workshops and cafe we meet our customers 
every day and need to be able to answer any questions." 



ALL HANDS ON DECK 

This morning it's the last day of shearing week and 
expert alpaca shearer Ben Wheeler has come to shear 
the remaining 40 alpacas. 

"Ben is one of the best, he shears each alpaca in 
around six minutes!" says Kerry. 

It's a dusty, noisy job and the buzz of the shears can 
be heard across the nearby paddocks, where two of 
the newest additions to the alpaca herd are grazing 
peacefully with their mothers. May is also birthing time. 

While the shearing is underway, Kerry checks her 
phone. She manages all of the company's Facebook, 
Twitter, Pinterest and In stag ram feeds personally. 

"I also check our stock levels and sales so that I can 
update the team if anything is sold out," says Kerry. 
"9am each morning is our usual meeting time, when 
we go through our agendas for the day." 

The ultimate multi-tasker, the success of the Toft 
brand is a testament to Kerry's hard work. Surprisingly 
though, starting her own business was never 
something Kerry planned to do. 







O Jo Storie Chunky 
Knit Cowl from the 
Toft 2015 collection 
©Toft yarn store 
and studio 
©Toft owner 
Kerry Lord with 
hertoy designs 
©Just been to 
the barbers! 
©Alpacas are 
gentle, friendly 
creatures 



"When I came home in 2007 after completing my 
English degree, my mum and dad had just finished 
shearing the herd, which was around 100 back then," 
she says. "I looked at this great pile of fleeces and 
asked, 'What are you going to do with them?' " 

In response, Kerry's parents asked her If she'd find 
a buyer. "I went online and made a few calls expecting 
to find a fleece merchant as you would for sheep but 
there was no one," she says. "So then I started 
Investigating the next stage; thinking If we turned the 
fleeces into yarn would there be a buyer out there?" 

But again, Kerry found none. "That's when I thought 
maybe I should do it myself," Kerry says. 

One of the first things she did was learn how to knit. 

"I knew I needed to understand how the yarn would 
be used if I was going to make a success of the idea." 

Kerry then did an internship at two mills, learning 
how the fleeces are spun and processed into yarn. » 



Find us on Facebook.com/KnitToday 
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■'D[SIGN[li 10 SIORll HAS lAKtN OUR lARN IN A 
COMPIOUY NtW AND BtAUllFUl DIRtCllON" 



©Jo Storie Chunky 
Cable Hatfromthe 
Toft 2015 collection 



"I made the decision early on not to dye the yarn," 
says Kerry. "Alpaca fleeces have such a beautiful range 
of natural colours, from creamy \whites to rich browns, 
that I wanted to create a natural product." 

Eight years on and Kerry's entrepreneurial spirit has 
seen that first pile of fleeces grow into a cutting edge 
yarn company, producing a unique collection of 
wonderfully soft alpaca yarns and contemporary 
patterns to complement them, as well as a range of 
made-to-order garments and crocheted toys. 

"it's been hard work but I'm very proud of what 
we've achieved," says Kerry. "I was doing three 
people's jobs until my son was born and I still work 
very long hours but I'm trying to find that balance 
between work and family life." 



SENSE OF HUMOUR ESSENTIAL 

Kerry's dedication is evident. With shearing completed 
mid-morning, she's straight onto the next task. 

"Each fleece needs to be sorted by hand to check 
its quality and colour," Kerry explains, as she places 
a fleece on a wooden table in the shearing shed and 
rubs the fibres between her fingers. "A good fleece 



should be soft and crimpy all over and the fibres must 
be at least 2 Inches In length." Any bits of fleece not 
up to standard are sold as stuffing for pillows and 
duvets so nothing is wasted. 

Kerry checks the colours meticulously. It's vital the 
yarns are sorted carefully as this is how she is able to 
create the 10 natural shades in the Toft range. 

"It's not an exact science but you learn with 
experience," says Kerry. "It's the one thing my parents 
and I disagree on," she laughs. "Dad often does an 
initial sort but I like to do It myself. Getting the brown 
shades right is the trickiest," 

After two hours of grading, Kerry is covered in fluff 
and there are three more bags ready to go to the mill. 
In three month's time these fleeces will be part of this 
year's crop of Fudge and Chestnut DK. 

"Everyone looks at me a bit funny when I go to pick 
up Edward from nursery like this," Kerry jokes, as she 
brushes off as many of the fibres as she can. 



NURTURING NEW TALENT 

Lunch in the cafe with her mum and dad is a chance 
to catch up on business rather than take a breather! 
Then, while this afternoon's crochet workshop Is set up 
in the studio {the team teach more than 80 people a 
week to knit and crochet), Kerry heads to her on-site 
office to talk to her suppliers and retailers. 

"I check on production daily," says Kerry. "I do 
a lot of number crunching actually!" 
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O Toft cafe is adjacent to 
the stylish studio space 
© An expert shearer 
can shear an alpaca 
fleece in just six minutes 




Kerry then sits down with the two textile degree 
students spending a year-long internship at Toft. 

Liz and Petra are each creating a 10-piece pattern 
collection, released as part of Toft's designs for 2015, 

"Each year we create a 60-piece collection, so I like 
to give our interns the chance to work on every part of 
the process, from first sketches to pattern testing," 
says Kerry. "It's a great way to give young designers 
a chance and introduce new talent to the industry." 

Kerry also designs part of the collection herself. 

"Our garments really represent me as a knitter," she 
says. "I don't have a lot of spare time so our most 
complex pieces can be knitted in about 20 hours but 
most designs can be completed in under five." 

With her uber cool cropped blonde hair and tailored 
shirt and trousers, it's clear that Kerry's own style is 
reflected in the simple, easy-to-wear elegance of the 
garments she creates. 

"I do all my sketches in the evenings, so I carry a set 
of notebooks in my bag to jot down my ideas," she says. 

This year Kerry has also collaborated with top 
knitwear designer Jo Storie to create a 10-piece 
capsule collection. 

"! love working with other designers, especially 
technical knitters like Jo, as she has taken our yarn 
in a completely new and beautiful direction." 

Kerry has also found time to design a set of 40 
adorable crocheted bird patterns for her new book, 
Edward's Menagerie - Birds. To accompany the book. 




she is launching her first collection of six bright yarn 
colours; part of Toft's range of sheep's wool yarns 
launched 18 months ago. 

FOR THE LOVE OF IT 

After a phonecall with her publisher to organise her 
book launch, Kerry heads off to collect Edward from 
nursery and enjoy some family time with her son and 
"very tolerant and long-suffering" husband, Doug, at 
their home a few miles from the farm. 

That's not to say that Kerry's working day is over. 
Once her son is in bed, Kerry is soon back to work 
sewing up the toy samples for her new collection. 

After that, there's just enough time to write the Toft 
newsletter before Kerry finally heads off to bed. 

"People sometimes ask me why yarn is so expensive," 
Kerry muses. "But when you look at what goes into 
creating a ball of yarn - feeding the alpacas for a year, 
shearing and grading the fleeces, spinning the yarn, 
then the balling and delivery, lots of which is done by 
hand, it isn't really. It's hard work, but I feel very lucky 
to be involved in creating a wonderful, natural product 
that gives pleasure to so many people." 



©Alpaca shearer 
Ben and the Toft 
team hard at work 
® Jo Storie Cable 
Knit Throw Over 
Cardigan from the 
Toft 2015 collection 



Find us on Facebookxom/KnitToday 
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Proudly sponsored by in association with 




See the queen of handmade, kirstie allsopp, 

AND HER ARMY OF EXPERTS INCLUDING POTTERY 

MAYEN Emma Bridgewater and Royal Wedding 

CAKEMAKER FIONA CAIRNS LIVE ON STAGE. 




WATCH THE COUNTRY’S TOP CRAFTERS, INCLUDING 

Mr X Stitch and Lisa Comfort, as they go 

HEAD-TO-HEAD IN THE MOLLIE MAKES MASHUPS. 




Get hands-on and develop your skills or 

TRY SOMETHING NEW — WE’VE GOT EVERYTHING 
FROM TEXTILES AND YARNING TO PAPERCRAFT 

AND UPCYCLING. 



SHOP ‘TIL YOU DROP IN THE SHOPPING VILLAGE 

AND TICKLE YOUR TASTEBUDS IN 

' THE Artisan Marketplace. 





THERE’S SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE AT THE HANDMADE FAIR, 
AND TICKETS START AT JUST £15* - BOOK YOURS TODAY AT 

L i^.COr OR CALL 0871 230 7153 

Calls cost 1 Op per minute plus network extras. Booking fees apply. 




THE Handmade Fair 



@H and MADE Fair 






The Handmade Fair 













Dress up a simple top or shift dress with 
Julie Ferguson's pretty lace collar 



Find us on Facebook.com/KnitToday 
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Yarn 

1 X 50g ball of Rico Fashion 
Pixel DK in Rose (008) 
Needles 

4mm (UK 8, US 6) 
circular needle 
Accessories 
1 button 



Rico Fashion Pixel DK 
rico-design.de 
0203 024 9009 
DK weight 

65% cotton, 35% polyester 
50g/115m (125yds) 

Machine wash at 30°C 
£3.79 



22 sts and 30 rows to 10cm or 
4in measured over st st using 
4mm needle 



''ARN ALTERNATIVES 



01535 664222 

Rico Essentials Cotton 
Soft DK 
rico-design.de 
0203 024 9009 



rettify your summer fashion with 
Julie Ferguson's gorgeous 
button-up collar. It's worked in 
Rico Fashion Pixel DK- a gorgeous 
multicoloured cotton-blend yarn that 
comes in a range of 1 1 dusky, tonal 
blends. This means, choose the right 
shade for your fashion style and it 
should match most of the clothes in 
your wardrobe, making it super useful 
and versatile. It's finished in a very 
simple, pretty picot cast-off edge. 
Give it a go today! 



Cast on 100 sts. 

Knit 2 rows. 

Work 2 rows in st st. 

Row 1 (RS): K10, *m1, k8, repeat from * 

to last 10 sts, ml, klO. Ill sts 

Row 2 and every alternate row (WS): 

Purl. 

Row 3: K10, *m1, k9, repeat from * to 

last 11 sts, ml, k11. 122 sts 

Row 5: K1 0, *m1 , k1 0, repeat from * to 

last 12 sts, ml, k12. 133 sts 

Row 7: K2, sll, k1, psso, k6, *m1, k11, 

repeat from * to last 13 sts, ml, k9, 

k2tog, k2. 142 sts 

Row 9: K2, sll, k1, psso, k5, *m1, k12, 
repeat from * to last 13 sts, ml, k9, 
k2tog, k2. 151 sts 

Row 11: K2, sll, k1, psso, k4, *m1, k13, 
repeat from * to last 13 sts, ml, k9, 
k2tog, k2. 160 sts 

Row 13: K2, (sll, k1, psso) x 2, k1 *m1, 

k14, repeat from * to last 13 sts, ml, k7, 

(k2tog) X 2, k2. 167 sts 

Row 14: (P2tog) twice, purl to last 4 sts 

(p2tog) twice. 163 sts 

Row 15: {Sll, k1, psso) twice, k14, *m1, 

k15, repeat from * to last 10 sts, ml, k6, 

(k2tog) twice. 169 sts 

Row 16: (P2tog) twice, purl to last 4 sts, 





Block your knitting carefully to shape the 
collar into a pleasingly smooth curve 




Designer Julie has used a picot edge cast off 
to make this pretty scalloped finish 




sKlCKMA" 




Complete your collar with a cute button in a 
contrasting colour for the best finish 



■ Louisa Harding Azalea DK 


(p2tog) twice. 165 sts 




designeryarns.uk.com 


Break yarn. 


Block carefully with a steam iron. 



With RS facing, pick up and knit 12 sts 
down side of collar and around the 
curve, pick up and knit 165 sts around 
the back of the neck, pick up and knit 
12 sts around the curve and up the side 
of collar. 189 sts. Knit 3 rows. 



shaping the collar into a curve. Sew the 
button in place and create a sewn loop 
on the opposite side. 



u”i to page 96 ^or a list 
of abbreviations 



Picot edge cast off: 

Cast off 3 sts, *cast on 2 sts, cast off 
5 sts, repeat from * until all sts have 
been cast off. 

Sew in ends. 



A picot cast off is a brilliant way to 
finish off a curved edge, like the 
one on this collar and is perfect for 
up-front accessories. 
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With a LARGE selection of yarns & patterns combined with MASSIVE savings visit us at: 





McAree Brothers 




mm&M' 



Shop on-line @ www.mcadirect com 






















Stitch This is the same technique used 
when working a siimple rib/’- i : 



ABOUT MOSS STJTCH ; = 

Moss stitch (referred to as seed stitch 
in America) looks far more complicated 
than it really is. Worked in a sTmple / 
repetition of knit and purl stitches over 
one rpw/it's one of the.most effective 
starting-out stitches you can try. For 
moss stitch you work across your 
stitches by first working a knit stitch, ~ 
then a purl stitch. You will have to;., ; 
bring the yarn to the front and back of 
the stitched piece In between each 
stitch as you go, so that the yarn and 
needle are on the riaht side for that 



TIME TO STITCH IT 
Over an even number of stitches; 
(Row 1 (RS): {K1, pi) repeat to endr 
Row 2 (WS): (PI, kT) repeat to end 



HOWTO USE IT , 

Moss stitch creates a chunkier fimsh ?/ 
which is why it's often used pn the. . 
edge of a garment, such as a cuff. 

It creates a firm texture. which can add 
a 3D look to a garmeht, pefh a 
stripe section in the middle of a / V/.; 
jumper or vest. Moss stitch can also be 
used to create shapes with the use of a 
chart, such as a heart motif in the 
riniddle of a stocking stitch bushiori. ; - 



Oyer an odd number of stitches: 
Row 1 (RS): (K1, pi) re peat to last 
stitch, ki; /-t y - ; 

Row 2 (WS): (K1 , pi ) repeat to I ast 
stitch, kl. , , 



Turn the page for more Ideas 
using this stitch pattern. )X 
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Use simple but stylish moss 
stitch to knit up this face 
cloth in a jiffy. Why not 
make up the set as a gift? 




r 
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FAC[ CIOIH 

Yarn 

Wendy Supreme Luxury Cotton DK: 

2 X lOOg balls in Azure (shade 1959) and 
1 X lOOg ball in Dove (shade 1961) 
Needles 

5mm (UK 6, US 8) circular knitting 
needle 80cm or 32in long 
Accessories 
Stitch markers 



Wendy Supreme Luxury Cotton DK 
tbramsden.co.uk 
01943 872264 
100% mercerised cotton 
z 100g/201m (220 yards) 

Machine washable at 30°C 
- £3.59 



18 sts and 28 rows to 10cm or 4In, yarn 
held double using 5mm knitting needles 



26cm X 26cm (lOin x 10in) square 




Finish your headband with a centre wrap knitted in a contrasting colour. If you're making the 
face cloth you'll have plenty of Azure coloured yarn left over to make the wrap as well 



Before you start, unwind half of the Dove 
yarn into a separate mini ball so you can 
hold the yarn double. For the first part, 
use the circular needle like straight 
needles working back and forth. The 
edge is knitted in the round. 

Holding Azure double, cast on 39 sts. 
Moss stitch pattern: 

Row 1: *K1, pi * k1. 

Row 2: As row 1. 

Repeat for 62 rows. 

Cut the Azure strand and change to 
Dove. Mark each edge with a stitch 
marker. Knit 39 sts along the bottom 
edge, place a stitch marker. *Turn your 
work 90 degrees and pick up and knit 39 
stitches along the next edge and place a 
marker. Repeat from * until you've worked 
all around the edge of the face cloth. You 
should now have 156 sts on your needles 
and 4 stitch markers - 1 at each corner. 

Continue working in the round without 
turning your work. 

Round 1: Purl. 

Round 2: Knit to the first marker, *m1, 
sIm, k1, ml, knit to the next marker: rep 
from * to end of round, 164 sts 
Repeat Rounds 1 and 2 twice more. 180 



sts. Cast off using Azure yarn. Take care 
not to cast off too tightly. 

Darn in loose ends. Using Dove, make a 
twisted or plaited cord and secure to one 
corner. 

HFADBAND 

Yarn 

Wendy Supreme Luxury Cotton DK: 

1 X lOOg ball in Dove (shade 1961) and 
Small amount in Azure (shade 1959) 
Needles 

5mm (UK 6, US 8) knitting needles 

As for the face cloth. 

18 sts and 28 rows to 10cm or 4in, yarn 
held double using 5mm knitting needles 

8cm (Sin) wide, 50cm (20in) circumference 

Before you start, unwind half of the yarn 



into a separate mini ball so you can hold 
the yarn double. 

Using Dove, cast on 17 sts. 

The hairband is knitted in moss stitch 
pattern with a selvedge (narrow border) 
for a pretty edge that won't unravel. 

Slip the last stitch in the row, and at the 
beginning of the following row, knit into 
the back of the first stitch (kb). 

Row 1: Kb * k1, p1 * k1, sll. 

Row 2: As Row 1 . 

Repeat until your work measures 50cm 
(20in) long. 

Cast off. 



Using Azure, cast on 11 sts. 
Work 30 rows in st st. 

Cast off. 



Join the short edges of the hair band. 
Position the Azure strip across the seam 
and join the short edges of the strip. 
Secure with a few stitches at the back if 
you don't want the strip to move. » 



Find us on Facebook.com/KnitToday 
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This ingenious felted soap 
scrubby works by creating a 
lather with the soap still inside! 









SOAP SCRUBBI 

' ! I ' ' 

I I ' i 

Yarn 

1 X 50g ball of Wendy Ramsdale DK 
in Bedale (3303) 

Needles 

5mnn (UK 6, US 8) knitting needles 
Accessories 

40cm (16in) of cotton piping cord 



Wendy Ramsdale DK 
tbramsden.co.uk 
01943 872264 
100% wool 
DK weight 

100g/112m (122 yards) 

Hand wash 

£3.59 



18 sts and 28 rows to 10cm or 4in, yarn 
held double using 5mm knitting needles 

Knitted size: 16cm x16cm (6]4in x614in) 
Felted size: 12cm x 12cm (4^Ain x 4Hin) 

Before you start, unwind half of the yarn 
into a separate mini ball so you can hold 
the yarn double. 

Cast on 36 sts. 

Two-stItch check pattern: 

Row 1: * K2, p2* 

Row 2: * P2, k2 * 

Row 3: * P2, k2 * 

Row 4: * K2, p2 * 

Repeat for another 36 rows. 

Row 5: K1, pi. 

Row 6: PI, k1. 

Repeat the last 2 rows 4 times more. 
Cast off. 



With right sides together join the side 
seams, up to where the rib starts. Darn in 
oose ends. 

Put the scrubby into a mesh lingerie bag 
or a zip-up pillow case. Wash in the 
washing machine with other clothing at 
40“C with detergent. The friction and 
temperature will help with the felting 
process. Take the scrubby out of the 
mesh bag and pull into shape. Measure it 
and repeat the washing process if you 
need it to shrink more. Dry thoroughly (in 
an airing cupboard works well). 

Fold the ribbed edge over and sew into 
place, encasing the piping cord as you 
go along. Knot the ends of the cord 
together. Turn the soap scrubby the right 
way round again and pop in your soap. 



56 KNIT-TODAY.COM 















Great value superb quali 





Just a small part of 
our huge cone and ball range. 



^^Everybody^s knitting!’’ 

Focus on Autumn, here are some of the ideal yarns, we offer stock service 
at sensible prices: 

Dk Merino Sport on ball 35 shades 
Aran Merino on ball 20 shades 
Aran Alpaca “Kajam” 10 shades 
4ply Merino Sport 41 shades 
4ply Acrylic “Cashmilon” 37 shades 

1 ply Polo merino and 2ply ac/wool Fifty again in many colours 

Call or email for these FREE! cards showing the actual yarn not photocopies. 

Please let us know if you are a hand, or machine knitter, or crochet-er...thankyou. 

yeoman-yarns.co.uk 





reative 

trlth YI-OMAN ^’ARNS 



YEOMAN YABNS I tci; Klbwoftli, 
E: salesC^/ ye»)manyarns. co.uk W; 




We oniy make atuf son rce yarn 
efb/ca/fy and ivifbin (IK & Kurojie. 





Inspirational features, displays, workshops and demonstrations for all creative crafters 

AUTUMN SHOWS 2015 AUTUMN SHOWS 2015 AUTUMN SHOWS 2015 AUTUMN SHOWS 2015 AUTUMN SHOWS 2015 AUTUMN SHOWS 2015 







Stitching, Sewin 

10-12 September EventCity, Manchester 



<1 ^ cx. 



stitching, Sewing & Hobbycrafts 

24-27 September Westpoint, Exeter 

Crafts '^or Christmas 
Stitching, Sewing & Ho 

22-25 October SECC, Glasgow 




VC i'"C ; 



2SHC7MS1 
FOR Till 
PRICED 







the 

S ! liTM’NG 

SEWING 

S HOBBYCRAnS 
show 






Crafts for Christmas 
Stitching, Sewing & Hobbycrafts 
Art Materials Live 



5-8 November NEC, Birmingham 



Simply C 
Stitching, 



Christmas 




Sewing & Hobbycrafts 



19-21 November ExCeL, London 






Slmpty \ 



mat€rials 




4- / 

'C t (if 1 s [oi 

Christinas 



- 2 SHOWS . 
1 FOR THE : 
‘ PRICE OF 1 ^ 




w 



on-line 



WWWiichfeventS.CO.uk or phone Ticket Hotline 01425 277988 




SAVE UP TO £2 OFF 



EACH ADULT & SENIOR TICKET IF ORDERED AT LEAST ONE WEEK BEFORE THE SHOW 
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Visit us online for the largest selection of crochet supplies in the UK 

www.purplelindacrafts.co.uk 



BRILLIANT NEW KING COLE RAEEIA 
Designs available for knitting and crocheting 



PappIeliRda Gpaffes 




Beginners Knitting; 

Saturday 12th September 2015: 2-4pm 

This workshop will teach you how to cast on, cast off, 

knit and purl - all you need to start knitting. 

£25.00 includes materials. 



Beginners Crochet: 

Saturday 26th September 2015: 2-4pm 

Learn the basics of crochet and make a granny square. 

£25.00 includes materials. 





For more information or to book a place, please visit our 
shop or ring us on 01462 612889. £10 deposit required, 

01462 612889 i www.vvool-n-tliings.co.uk 

wDoi-n-things@hotmail.co.uk 

1-5 Kitchin Street, Baldock, Herts, SG7 6AL 





Traditional Wool Shop and Haberdashery 



We Stock Yarns and Patterns From: 

Adriafil, Debbie Bliss, 

James C Brett, Jenny Watson, 



We also stock a large range of 
ribbons, bindings, braids, zips, 
buttons and hundreds of other 

items. 



Katia, 

Opal 

Stylecraft, 

Wendy, 



King Cole, 
Sirdar 



Tivoli, 

Woolcraft. 




Visit Us Online 

www.mandywools.co.uk 

Or in our Shop 

5 Mill street, Wells, BAS 2A5 

01749677548 


















This super cute hot air 
balloon by Angela Turner 

is so easy to knit 



Find us on Facebook.com/KnitToday 
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MATERIALS 

■ Yarn 

1 X lOOg balls of Stylecraft 
Special DK in Pomegranate 
(1083), Aspen (1422), White 
(1001), Bluebell (1082), Storm 
Blue (1722) and Saffron (1081) 

■ Needles 

1 pair of 3mm (UK 11, US 2/3) 
knitting needles 

■ Accessories 

Balloon and papier mache 
materials: newsprint, 
wallpaper paste or PVA glue 
Button and cotton thread 
4 pieces of 7 x 6cm (2% x 
214in) card for sides of basket 
1 piece of 7 X 6.5cm (2H x 
2 V 2 in) card for base 

YARN DETAIL 

■ Stylecraft Special DK 
stylecraft-yarns.co.uk 

01535 609798 

■ 100% acrylic 

■ 100g/295m (322yds) 

■ Machine wash 40°C 

■ £1.95 

TENSION 

26 sts and 34 rows to 10cm or 
4in measured over st st using 
3mm needles 

FINISHED SIZE 

Approx 71cm (28in) around 
widest point, 43cm (17in) from 
top of balloon to base of basket 

YARN ALTERNATIVES 

■ King Cole Pricewise DK 
kingcole.co.uk 

01535 650230 

■ Schachenmayr Micro DK 
uk.schachenmayr.com 
01484 681881 

■ Turn to page 96 for a list 
of abbreviations 



low up a balloon so the widest point 
is approximately 71cm (28in) in 
diameter. Use wallpaper paste or 
watered down PVA glue to cover the 
I balloon in eight layers of newspaper 
strips, allowing each layerto dry before 
applying the next. When complete, it 
should be hard enough not to buckle 
under slight pressure from your hands. 

! 

BASKET SIDES (MAKE 4) 

Using Bluebell, cast on 18 sts. 

Work 19 rows st st. 

' Next row (RS): Knit. 

Starting with a knit row, work 18 rows 
1 st st. 

Cast off 

BASKET BASE 

, Using Bluebell, cast on 16 sts. 

Work 23 rows st st. 

Next row (RS): Knit. 

Starting with a knit row, work 22 rows 

, St“St. 

Cast off 

' Fold sides/base in half and sew 2 sides. 
Insert piece of card then sew rem seam. 
Sew 4 side pieces tog then sew base to 
all 4 sides. 

I 

, BALLOON 

! Begin at base of balloon using 
j Pomegranate and cast on 8 sts. 

Row 1 (WS): Purl. 

' Row 2 (RS): Kfb to end. 16 sts 
Row 3: Purl. 

Row 4: (K1, kfb) to end. 24 sts 
, Row 5: Purl. 

' Row 6: (K2, kfb) to end. 32 sts 
Row 7: Purl. 

Row 8; (K3, kfb) to end. 40 sts 
Row 9: Purl. 

Row 10: (K4, kfb) to end. 48 sts 
Row 11; Purl. 

Row 12: (K5, kfb) to end. 56 sts 




Sew pieces of card inside the sides and base 
of the basket so that it holds its shape 



Row 13: Purl. 

Row 14: (K6, kfb) to end. 64 sts 

Change to Aspen. 

Row 15: Purl. 

Row 16: Knit. 

Row 17: Purl. 

Change to White. 

Row 18: (K7, kfb) to end. 72 sts 
Row 19: Purl. 

Row 20: Knit. 

Row 21: Purl, 

Row 22: (K8, kfb) to end. 80 sts 
Row 23: Purl. 

Row 24: (K9, kfb) to end. 88 sts 
Row 25: Purl, 

Change to Saffron. 

Row 26: Knit. 

Row 27: Purl. 

Row 28: (K10, kfb) to end. 

96 sts 

Row 29: Purl. 

Row 30: Knit. 

Row 31: Purl. 

Row 32: (K11, kfb) to end, 

1 04 sts 
Row 33: Purl. 

Row 34: (K12, kfb) to end. 

112 sts 

Row 35: Purl. 

Row 36: Knit. 

Row 37: Purl, 

Row 38: (K13, kfb) to end. 

120 sts 
Row 39: Purl. 

Row 40: Knit. 

Row 41: Purl, 

Row 42; (K14, kfb) to end. 

128 sts 
Row 43: Purl. 

Row 44: (K15, kfb) to end. 

136 sts 
Row 45: Purl, 

Change to Bluebell. 

Row 46: Knit. 

Row 47: Purl. 

Cent to inc in next and every foil 4th row 
in same way as before till 184 sts then 
work without shaping, AND AT THE SAME 
TIME, change colour to White on the 
2nd row and work 4 rows, then change 
colour to Aspen for 9 rows, then 
change colour to Pomegranate for 
20 rows. 

Change colour to Storm Blue and st-st 
6 rows. 

Change colour to White. 

Next row: (K21, k2tog) to end. 

176 sts 

Starting with a purl row, st st 3 rows. 
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Neatly sew a twist cord made from white 
yarn to the inside of each corner of the basket 




Sew a button inside the top of the balloon and 
thread with cotton to create a hanging loop 




Attach the twist cords to the balloon where 
the white and saffron stripes meet 



Change colour to Saffron and st st 

2 rows. 

Next row: (K20, k2tog) to end. 168 sts 
Next row: Purl. 

Next row: Knit. 

Next row: Purl. 

Next row: (K19, k2tog) to end. 160 sts 
Next row: Purl. 

Next row: (K18, k2tog) to end. 152 sts 
Next row: Purl. 

Cont to dec in this way to 144 sts. 

Change colour to Bluebell and work 
more decreases as before on every alt 
row to 120 sts then again changing 
colour to Aspen to 104 sts. 

Next row: Purl. 

Next row: (K11, k2tog) to end. 96 sts 
Next row: (P10, p2tog) to end. 88 sts 



Cont to dec in this way until 72 sts rem, 

Change colour to Pomegranate and 

dec as before to 16 sts. 

TO MAKE UP 

Cut yarn and thread through. 

Gather round these sts and pull up 
tightly. Sew seam for 2cm {^in). 

Take button and sew to top of balloon 
on the inside. Run a thread through the 
button so there is a secure loop at the 
top of the balloon for hanging. 

Sew seam to the middle Pomegranate 
stripe. Turn right side out and insert 
papier mache balloon. Sew rest of seam 
to base. Gather round cast on sts and 
pull up tightly to finish. 

Using White, cut 4 x 127cm {50in) lengths 



of yarn to make 4 twist cords. 

To make a twist cord: tie a knot in one 
end, attach the centre of the loop to 
a secure object, such as a drawer handle, 
and insert a pencil where the knot is. 
Twist the pencil so the yarn begins to 
twist and when it starts to pull into a 
twist naturally, let it go and it should 
twist in the centre, creating a neat twist 
cord. Secure the ends and trim, making 
sure all lengths are the same. 

Sew one end of a twist cord to a corner 
of the basket and sew the other end to 
the balloon where the White stripe 
meets the Saffron stripe. 

Repeat with the remaining three cords. 
Ensure all of the loose ends are tied in 
neatly to finish. 
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Join our gang of (knit and) purly queens and kings 
and share your thoughts and makes with us here 




UNDER IHE SEA 

When Elise Ward spotted 
our octopus in issue 114's 
free booklet, she had to 
share this giant version! It 
was created by a member 
of her knitting group for a 
canal festival. Via Facebook. 
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Emma Kathryn via Facebook 



BABr [OKI 

T Carol Avent 

adapted a pattern 
for a lace top she 
loved fronn issue 
100 to create the 
pattern for this cute 
blanket she knitted 
for her grandson. 
Loving your 
Ingenuity, Carol! 
And Carol tells us 
that baby loves his 
blanket! Via email. 
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HOLIDAY POSTCARD 

when we posed the 
question, 'What's the 
strangest place you've 
knitted?', the top of a 
volcano {albeit extinct!) was 
not what we expected. 
Bravo Hilary Bath of The 
Dropped Stitch, Portslade. 
We love this pic of you 
knitting in Lanzarote at 
1700ft above sea leve 
Via Facebook. 



HELOWDOWN o be in with a chance of winning one of three £30 
vouchers to spend at LoveKnitting (wwwJoveknitting.com), show us 
your Knit Today makes on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram or via email 
at knittoday@immediate.co.uk. For competition rules please visit knit- 
today.com/feature/competition-terms-and-conditions. 
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SPOT THE PIGEON! 

Recognise this feathered 
friend? Yep it's our beloved 
Boris the pigeon from issue 
113 (now Wimbledon's over, 
he's downed the racket and 
is having some 'me' time), 
Karen Parkes was delighted 
when she saw the pattern 
as her son's girlfriend loves 
pigeons, so Boris made the 
perfect gift. Photo shoot 
finished, he's all set to fly off 
to his new home. Via email. 




Jill van Lieshout emailed us 
this photo of her awesome 
minion sweater - Jill made the 
pattern up as she went along! 
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Post a pic on our Facebook page 
facebook.com/knittoday 

Tweet us ©knittoday 
twitter.com/knittoday 



Use the hashtag #knittodaymagazine 
instagram.com/knittodaymagazine 



Email us at: 

knittoday@immediate.co.uk 




We've been listening to your knit 
natter on the Tweetosphere. Here's 
what you've been tapping. Tag us 
@knittoday to share your tweets 



GRANNY VS THE KNITTING MACHINE 
@UKHKA There's a knit-off in this Clanger's 
episode. Lovely take on why we love 
the craft. 



MY FAVOURITE THINGS 
@ysolda Dreaming of retreats or tours that 
combine outdoor activity and knitting/ 
yarn... Loved kayaking to dinner. 

VIP VISITOR 

@WOOlsanctuary It was lovely seeing Jenny 
Agutter at knit club. She managed to pop 
in during a break in filming The Railway 
Ch//dren to do some washing up. #knitclub 
#thewoolsanctuary #nutter. .. 

TISH BOOM 

@SwedishCanary I just found out it takes 
5 sheep to make 1 wool sweater. I didn't 
even know sheep knew howto knit. 

READY, STEADY... 

@JoanofDarkKnits Have decided the only 
option for getting office clean by Sat is to 
knit all the yarn. Stashbusting ideas for 
100 skeins... Go! 
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Discover the magic of chunky cotton yarn and 
layer up with Debbie Bliss's shell vest top 













23cm 




7 (8:9:10:11:12:13:14) x50g 
balls of Debbie Bliss Delphi 
in Peach {shade 11) 

Needles 

7mm (UK 2, US 10.5/11) 
knitting needles 
Accessories 
Stitch holders 
Spa re needle 



Debbie Bliss Delphi 
Debbieblissonline.com 
Chunky weight 
100% cotton 
50g/50m (54yds) 

Hand wash 
£4.55 



15 sts and 13 rows to 10cm or 
4in measured over patt, and 
13 sts and 24 rows to 10cm or 
4in measured over garter st, 
using 7mm needles 
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44 (46.5:49:52:54,5:57:60:62.5) cm 
17^4 (18V4:1 91/4:201/2:21 y2:22y2:23V2:20%) in 



his pretty shell vest top worked in 
chunky cotton is a brilliant project 
for beginners wanting to challenge 
themselves. Debbie Bliss's Dephi yarn 
has a gorgeous multi-tonal finish and we 
love this bright peach shade as it's so 
perfect for summer. Worked in a chunky 
yarn on large needlesthis funky top will 
soon be ready to wear, making it the 
perfect last-minute summer make no 
matter what colour you choose. Why not 
cast on today?! 



Using 7mm needles, cast on 
66 (70:74:78:82:86:90:94) sts, 

K3 (3:5:5:7:7:9:9) rows. 

Now work in patt as follows: 

Row 1 (RS): K6 (8:10:7:9:6:8:10), *yrn, k1, 
(yrn) twice, k1, (yrn) 3 times, k1, (yrn) 
twice, k1, yrn, k6; rep from * to last 
10 (12:14:11:13:10:12:14) sts, yrn, k1, (yrn) 
twice, k1, (yrn) 3 times, k1, (yrn) twice, k1, 
yrn, k6 (8:10:7:9:6:8:10). 

Row 2 (WS): Dropping all extra loops 
without working them, k to end. 

Rows 3 and 4: K to end. 

Row 5: K1 (3:5:2:4:1:3:5), *ym, k1, (yrn) 
twice, k1, (yrn) 3 times, k1, (yrn) twice, k1, 
yrn, k6; rep from * to last 5 (7:9:6:8:5:7:9) 
sts, yrn, k1, (yrn) twice, k1, (yrn) 3 times, 
k1, (yrn) twice, k1, yrn, k1 (3:5:2:4:1:3:5). 
Row 6: Dropping all extra loops without 
working them, k to end. 

Rows 7 and 8: K to end. 

These 8 rows form the shell patt and are 
repeated. Work a further 22 rows, so 
ending with a 6th row. 



Next 2 rows: Cast off 5 sts, k to end. 

56 (60:64:68:72:76:80:84) sts 

Beg with a 5th patt row, work a further 15 

rows in patt, ending with a 3rd row. 

Next row: K6 (8:10:7:9:6:8:10), (skpo, k1, 
k2tog, k5) to last 10 (12:14:11:13:10:12:14) 



sts, skpo, k1, k2tog, k5 (7:9:6:8:5:7:9). 

46 (50:54:56:60:62:66:70) sts 
Cont in garter st, knit every row until 
armhole measures 
15 (16:17:18:19:20:21:22) cm, 

6 (6yi:6i^:7:7y2:8:814:8%) in, ending with 
a wrong side row. 

Next row: K16 (17:18:19:20:21:22:23), 
turn and work on these sts only for first 
side of neck shaping. 

Next row: K to end. 

Next row: K to last 4 sts, k2tog, k2. 

Rep the last 2 rows 7 times more, 

8 (9:10:11:12:13:14:15) sts 
Knit 1 row. 

Leaving enough yarn for casting off later, 
cut yarn and place these sts on a holder 
for shoulder. 

With right side facing, rejoin yarn to rem 
sts, cast off centre 

14 (16:18:18:20:20:22:24) sts, k to end, 
Next row: K to end. 

Next row: K2, skpo, k to end. 

Rep the last 2 rows 7 times more. 

8 (9:10:11:12:13:14:15) sts 
Knit 1 row. 

Leaving enough yarn for casting off later, 
cut yarn and place these sts on a holder 
for shoulder. 

With right sides together and needles 
facing in the same direction, cast off 
shoulder sts together, using a third 
needle. Join side seams. 




This pattern is taken 
from the book Debbie 
Bliss Delphi, £7.95. 

For more info visit 
debbieblissonline.com 





8 


10 


12 


14 


16 


18 


20 


22 


cm 


81 


86 


92 


97 


102 


107 


112 


117 


in 


32 


34 


36 


38 


40 


42 


44 


46 


cm 


88 


93 


98 


104 


109 


114 


120 


125 


in 


343/4 


36V2 


38/2 


41 


43 


44% 


471/4 


49/4 


cm 


46 


47 


49 


50 


52 


53 


55 


56 


in 


18 


18V2 


19/4 


19% 


20/2 


20% 


213/4 


22 



Find us on Facebook.com/KnitToday 



KMT-TODAY.COM 65 














[AMP REVAMP 

Turn a tired lamp from drab to fab 
with Julie Ferguson's stylish shade 
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Yarn 

2 X lOOg balls of Debbie Bliss 
Roma in Blaze (06) 

Needles 

10mm (UK 000, US 15) circular 
needle, 60cm or23/2in long 
Accessories 

30cm or 12in drum lampshade 



in cream 



Debbie Bliss Roma 

debbieblissonline.com 

020 8520 8814 

70% wool, 30% alpaca 

100g/80m (87 yards) 

Hand wash 

£8.50 



10 sts and 12 rows to 10cm or 4in 
over St St on 10 mm needles 



Rowan Big Wool 
knitrowan.com 
01484 681881 
Drops Andes 
garnstudio.com 



his funky lace pattern lampshade is 
quick and easy to make and will 
give a dull, old lamp a new lease of 
life with a quirky vintage style. Using 
super chunky yarn, designer Julie has 
opted for fiery red, to help inject a warm 
glow into your homes. 



Cast on 78 sts and join in the round. 

Rounds 1-4: Knit. 

Round 5: *K4, k2tog, yo, k1, yo, sll, k1, 
psso, k4, repeat from * to the end of the 
round. 

Round 6: Knit. 

Round 7: *K3, k2tog, yo, k3, yo, sll, k1, 
psso, k3, repeat from * to the end of the 
round. 

Round 8: Knit. 

Round 9: *K2, (k2tog, yo) twice, k1, (yo, 
sll, k1 psso) twice, k2, repeat from * to 
the end of the round. 

Round 10: Knit. 

Round 11: *K1, (k2tog, yo) twice, k3, (yo, 
sll, k1, psso) twice, k1, repeat from * to 
the end of the round. 

Round 12: Knit, 

Round 13: *(K2tog, yo) three times, (yo, 
sll, k1, psso) three times, repeat from * 
to the end of the round. 

Round 14: Knit. 

Repeat round 1 to round 14 once more, 
then round 1 to round 4 once more. 

Cast off. 

Cover the lampshade in cling film or 
cellophane to protect it. Stretch the 
knitted lace cover to fit over the shade and 



This lamp is knitted in the round on a circular 
needle which is a great fun technique to try 



Lace the lampshade by connecting the 
edges on the inside, keeping tension even 

run thread from the top to the bottom all 
round, on the inside of the shade, to 
tension the lace cover. Spray the cover 
with water and leave to dry naturally. 
Remove the lace cover. Remove 
cling film or cellophane. Replace the lace 
cover on the shade and lace up on the 
inside using a fine thread, pulling it tight 
enough to allow the cover to fit neatly. 





YARN OVER & YARN ROUND NEEDLE 




Yarn overs are used to 
make increases on knit rows. 
To make a yarn over, get to 
the increase point in your 
row and then take your yarn 
through your needles to the 
front of your work. 



V 




Now take the yarn over the 
top of your needle to the 
back of your work before 
knitting the next stitch as 
normal. You will now have 
one extra stitch on your right 
hand needle. 




Yarn round needle is used 



to make increases on purl 
rows: Get to the increase 
point, and wrap the yarn 
around the work, taking the 
yarn over the needle and 
then through your needles to 
the side facing you again. 




When you work your next 
stitch you'll find that you now 
have an extra stitch on your 
right hand needle. As with a 
yarn over, there will be a 
small hole underneath this 
stitch. This is correct so don't 
worry about it! 
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Uber-cool and oh-so-confident, big knitting is bursting out from the 

catwalk and flooding the high street, says Katie Nicholls 



Self-confessed 
big knitter, designer 
and book author, 
Melanie Porter, 
goes public with her 
supersize hobby 



nitting is big news and hot contemporary 
knitwear is everywhere! Just take a look atthe 
autumn/winter 201 5 catwalk where huge 
super-chunky knitwear rules among the collections of 
Edun, Lacoste and Alexander Wang. Today's young 
knitters are hungry for exciting designs using bold 
coloursand experimental techniques. Big, it seems, is 
better, and the trend for knitting with oversized yarn on 
giant needles is gathering pace. Designer Debbie Bliss 
is the latest convert, inspired by what she saw at Italian 
knitting industry show Pitti Filati: "One of the big trends 
for spring/summer 2015 seen at Pitti Filati in January 
was tape yarn. I've been slowto warm to tape yarn in 
general, but when I saw the way thatthe right tape could 
be used and how it could bring much needed variety to 
the season, I wason board!" 

Who can ignore the flurry of big knitting books and 
patterns flooding shops and blogs? Add to that a 
variety of new yarns made from a myriad of materials, 
such as upcycled t-shirt yarn or sari silk and you'll be 
intrigued with this new revolution. Designer Melanie 
Porter {melanieporter.com) was one of the first to spot 
the potential of going gargantuan with her knitting. "I 
love using texture in my work, especially felting," says 
Melanie who is looking forward to the release of her 



new book, Big Needle Knits (rylandpeters.com) in 
October. "While I love the dense, tight textures I 
wanted to take it to the other extreme and create 
super-oversized cables and bobbles. I started trying to 
knit with rope on broom handles!" Melanie's chunky, 
hand-knitted chairs and sofas have certainly influenced 
the big knitting trend. 

While Melanie prefers enormous needles to create big 
stitches, designer Anne Weil (flaxandtwine.com) 
author of Knitting Without Need/es, explores the 
possibilities of finger and arm knitting. "Weaving yarn 
by hand brings great satisfaction," enthuses Anne. "I 
started designing beautiful finger-knitting projects as 
a way to use up the miles of finger knit strands we had 
made for fun. Before I knew it, I was attaching strands 
back to themselves to make a wider knit fabric." Her 
book is certainly testament to that - from woven rugs 
to a stylish dip-dye scarf, Knitting Without Needles is 
an inspirational read. "We've only just begun to 
explore the possibilities," says Anne. "With a few 
twists, you can apply almost any traditional knitting 
technique to arm knitting, from increases and 
decreases to cables and lace!" Melanie agrees that big 
knitting offers the chance to be hugely creative, "I feel 
very free when designing a big needle knit," she says. 
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BIG NEEDLE KNITS BY MELANIE PORTER, PHOTOGRAPHY BY PENNY WINGER AND EMMAMITCHELL©CICO BOOKS 2015 







When you're used to knitting on 5mm needles, the 
size of a 25mm beast might be something of a shock 
but you'll soon adjust to the dimensions and fall in love 
with this quick and effective way to create. So pop 
your regular-sized needles away and head to 
loopymango.com to order their 25mm straight or 
circular needles. Loopy Mango also produce a 
fantastic range of super-sized chunky yarns in bright 
and bold single or variegated shades. Beyond wool 
yarns, both Wool And The Gang and DMC sell cotton 
yarn made from upcycled t-shirt scraps. Mixtape 
(woolandthegang.com) and Hoooked Zpagetti 
(dmccreative.co.uk) are available in a range of exciting 
colours and their inherent hard-wearing qualities make 
them great for homeware and accessories. Mainstream 
yarn companies are offering options for the big knitter 
too. Rico's Super Chunky (rico-design.de) range made 
from 100% cotton is soft and light, so perfect for 





Finger knitted 
woven rug from 
Knitting Without 
Needles 

Arm knitting 
in action 

Electric blue bag 
from the book Big 
Needle Knits 
Wool and the 
Gang's Jersey Be 
Good yarn 

DMC's Hoooked 
Zpagetti tape yarn 



cooler big knits while Rowan's Big Wool (knitrowan. 
com) offers a luxurious, super-chunky knit option for 
winter designs. 

Easy to do, satisfying, creative and full of possibilities: 
what's not to love about big knitting? "You can't beat 
the squishy fabric you create. And I love that it's really 
easy for beginners to pick up - there are no needles to 
fuss with. Plus, it's super fast - so it's perfect for a little 
instant gratification!" claims Anne. Melanie is also 
fervent in her love for the big knitting trend. "1 love the 
giant balls of yarn, the clank-clank of the needles and 
the speed in which you can make a really dramatic 
piece of work." So why, we asked Melanie before she 
went back to her supersize yarn, should Knit Today 
readers add big knitting to their yarn craft skillset? 

"Big needle knits make people smile," she said. We 
can't think of a better reason to give it a go! 
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KNITTIMG WITHOUT NEEDLES BY ANNE WEIL(RANDOM HOUSE) 
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IfyouVe new to knitting and have 
fallen head over heels for needles 
and yarn then this is the mag for 
you. Packed with projects that are 
exciting and bold, Knit Today is 
all about quick-and-easy 
knitting fun every day. 



Is knitting already a familiar 
friend? Do you love to knit for 
friends and family as well as 
yourself? Simply Knitting delivers 
a chic mix of classic and modern 
projects and inspiration for those 
seeking to expand their skills. 



www.knit-today.com 



www.simplyknitting.co.uk 
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Beautiful garments using 
stunning stitch patterns 
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When you're ready for the 
challenge of more creative 
knitting, expert knitting nnagazine 
The Knitter delivers inspiration in 
hanks! Immerse yourself in 
stunning patterns and indulgent 
yarn stories every issue. 

www.theknitter.co.uk 



GREAT REASONS 
TO SUBSCRIBE 

BRILLIANT MAGS FOR ALL ABILITIES 

We're here to support you at every level 

■ 

SAVE MONEY EVERY MONTH 

A saving of up to 60% on the shop price 

FREE UK HOME DELIVERY 

You'll never miss an issue! 

FREE COVER GIFT 

With every issue! 

EXCLUSIVE DESIGNER PATTERNS 

From only the best knit designers 



GOT A QUESTION ABOUT 
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION? 

Call now on 0844 8440231 

Lines open Mon-Fri 8am-8pm and Saturday 9am-1pm 
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Fall hopelessly in love with shawls by 
casting on Julie Ferguson's bold make 
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18 STS DK& WORSTED 4.5MM 
24 ROWS WEIGHT NEEDLE 



MATERIALS 

■ Yarn 

Sublime Extra Fine Merino 
Worsted 

Yarn A: 4 x 50g in 
Marmalade (shade 0478 ) 
Yarn B: 3 x 50g in Teal 
(shade 0362) 

■ Needles 

4.5mm circular needle 80cm 
long or long straight needles 

YARN DETAIL 

■ Sublime Extra Fine Merino 
Worsted 

■ sublimeyarns.com 
01 924 369666 

■ DK weight/Aran 

■ 100% extra fine merino 

■ 50g/100m (108yds) 

■ Machine wash at 40°C 

■ £5.29 

SIZE 

170cm X 72cm (67in x 28in) 

TENSION 

18 sts and 24 rows to 10cm or 
4in over pattern on 4.5mm 
needles 

■ Turn to page 96 for a list 
of abbreviations 



quick look on Instagram or 
Pinterest confirms the knitting 
world has fallen in love with 
shawls, and they are easy and fun to knit 
so we can see why. Try our orange and 
blue combo for on-trend zing! 

SHAWL 

Stripe sequence: 

Yarn A: 20 rows 
Yarn B: 2 rows 
Yarn A: 4 rows 
Yarn B: 2 rows 
Yarn A: 8 rows 
Yarn B: 4 rows 
Yarn A: 2 rows 
Yarn B: 2 rows 
Yarn A: 14 rows 
Yarn B: 2 rows 
Yarn A: 2 rows 
Yarn B: 2 rows 
Yarn A: 2 rows 
Yarn B: 2 rows 
Yarn A: 10 rows 
Yarn B: 4 rows 
Yarn A: 2 rows 
Yarn B: 4 rows 
Yarn A: 2 rows 
Yarn B: 4 rows 
Yarn A: 18 rows 
Yarn B: 2 rows 
Yarn A: 4 rows 
Yarn B: 4 rows 
Yarn A: 4 rows 
Yarn B: 2 rows 
Yarn A: 22 rows 

The shawl begins at centre back with 
increases each side of centre spine and 
at each row end on R5 rows. 

Using yarn A, cast on 3 sts. 




Feeling creative? Alter the stripe repeats to 
create your very own colourfu finish 



' Row 1 (RS): K1, yo, k1, yo k1. 5 sts 
Row 2 (WS): K2, purl to last 2 sts, k2. 

", Row 3: K2, yo, k1, yo, k2. 7 sts 
Row 4: K2, purl to last 2 sts, k2. 

Row 5: K2, yo, k1, yo, k1, yo, k1, yo, k2. 

1 1 sts 

Row 6: K2, purl to last 2 sts, k2. 

Row 7: K2, yo, k3, yo, pm, k1, pm, yo, k3, 
yo, k2. 15sts 

j Row 8: K2, purl to last 2 sts, k2. 

Row 9: K2, yo, knit to marker, yo, sIm, 

K1, sIm, yo, knit to last 2 sts, yo, k2. 19 
sts. 

Row 10: K2, purl to last 2 sts, K2. 

Repeat row 9 and row 10 following stripe 
sequence. Then continue in yarn B only. 
Next 141 (RS): K2, yo, knit to marker, yo, 
sIm, K1, sIm, yo, knit to last 2 sts, yo, K2. 
161 sts. 

Next row (WS): Knit. 

Repeat last 2 rows, six more times. 167 sts. 
Cast off loosely, sew in ends and block. 



SIMPLE STEPS YARN OVER NEEDLE (KNIT AND PURL VARIATIONS; 




1 Knit-side (yo): used to 
increase stitches, the yarn is 
taken over the needle from 
front to back to create a 
stitch that's worked on the 
return row. 




2 Once you have moved the 
yarn over the needle you just 
continue working the 
remaining stitches as normal. 




1 Purl side (yrn): on a purl 
side, you need to wrap the 
yarn around the needle once, 
going forward over the top of 
the needle first. 




2 Once the yarn is wrapped 
over the needle you just 
continue working the 
remaining stitches as normal. 
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Try cables for the first time with Jessica 
Biscoe's chunky knitted jewellery 



Find us on Facebook.com/KnltToday 
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MATERIALS 

■ Yarn 

1 X lOOg Sirdar Hayfleld Bonus 
DK in Bright Pink {shade 887) for 
bracelet 

1 X lOOg Sirdar Mayfield Baby 
Chunky in Lola (shade 406) for 
headband 

■ Needles 

4mm (UK 8, US 6) knitting 
needles for bracelet 
8mm (UK 0, US 11) knitting 
needles for headband 
Cable & tapestry needle 

YARN DETAIL 

Bracelet 

■ Sirdar Mayfield Bonus DK, 
sirdar.co.uk. 01924 371 501 

■ 100% acrylic 

■ 100g/280m (306yds) 

■ Machine wash at 40^C 

■ £1.69 
Headband 

■ Sirdar Mayfield Baby Chunky 

■ 70% acrylic, 30% nylon 

■ 100g/1 55m (170yds) 

■ Machine wash at 40°C 

■ £3.49 

MEASUREMENTS 

■ Bracelet: 21cm X 4cm 
(8Viin X VMn). 

Headband: 50cm x 8cm 
(193/4 X 3Y4in) 

ABBREVIATIONS 

See simple steps photo tutorial 
on the right for full explaination 
of cable stitch. Find all other 
abbreviations on page 96. 

TENSIONS 

Bracelet: 25 st and 11.5 rows 
measured over 5cm (2in) over 
pattern using 4mm needles 
Headband: 12.5 sts and 9 rows 
measured over 5cm (2in) over 
pattern using 6,5mm needles 



O nce you've succeeded with your 
first knitted cable, we can 
guarentee you'll be hooked. It 
may look tricky but it really isn't and the 
results are not only incredibly rewarding, 
they can be incorporated into your own 
designs easily. Start your cable journey 
here with Jessica Biscoe's awesomely 
simple headband and bracelet set. Then 
read all about Jessica's knitting life in our 

great feature over on page 32. simple project is the perfect 

introduction for those new to cable 

Note: This pattern is for both the 
bracelet and the headband. 

Using 4mm needles for the bracelet or 

8mm needles for the heaband, cast on 

20 stitches. 

Row 1 (RS): K to end. 

Row 2 (WS): P to end. 

Rep these 2 rows once more. 

Next row (RS): Cl OB, C10F 

Row 6: P to end. Use this cable stitch to make mug cosies. 

Row 7: K to end. book bands and much more... 

Rep rows 6 and 7 three more times and 
work row 6 again. 

Row 15 (RS): C10B, C10F. 

Rep rows 6 to 15 four more times for the 
bracelet and seven more times for the 
headband, or until it fits comfortably 
around your wrist or head. 

Starting with a purl row, work 3 rows of 
St St and cast off leaving a 15cm (6in) tail 
end for sewing up. 

Th read the tail onto a yam needle 
and join the cast on and cast 
off edges. 



JESSICA BISCOE 

Jessica is a knit designer 
and author. Only 
learning to knit in 2009, 
her passion for colour 
has helped her create 
sought-after knits. 

@ Jessicabiscoe.co.uk 
lil lnstagram.com/jessbiscoe 






SIMPLE STEPS HOW TO DO A EOUR CABLE (C4) STITCH (FRONT OR BACK' 




1 - Slip two stitches onto a 
cable needle and hold either 
in front of your work or 
behind depending on 
whether a F (front) or B 
(behind) is indicated in the 
cable pattern. 




2 - Knit two stitches from 
the left-hand needle. 




3 - Knit two stitches from 



the cable needle. With the 
10 stitch cable section in 
the pattern above, work 5 
stitches to the back or the 
front as directed, then knit 
5 from left-hand needle. 
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|.,PIAMOND MOTIF 

; r?::; , Cast on 27 sts. 
r ; : Knit 1 row. 

Row 2: K12, kStog, k12. 25 sts 
Row 3 and all alt rows: Knit. 
Row 4: K11 , k3tog, k1 1 . 23 sts 
Row 6: K10, k3tog, k10. 21 sts 
Row 8: K9, kStog, k9. 19 sts 
Row 10: K8, kStog, k8. 17 sts 
Row 1 2: K7j k3tog, k7. 1 5 sts 
IRdw 13: K6, kStog, k6. 13 sts 
Row 15: K5, k3tog, k5. 11 sts 
Row 17: K4, k3tog, k4. 9 sts 
Row 19: K3, kStog, k3. 7 sts 
Row 21: K2, kStog, k2. 5 sts 
Row 23: K1, kStog, k1. 3 sts 
Break yarn, thread through 
all sts and fasten off. 







1? 

mm. 



fo(? A 

&LA'(\k:feTl 



































10cm or 4in square 



xy/iiiN mmx 



lOUlSA HARDING 

CONTENT 80% wool, 20% silk 
BALL100g/250m (273yds) 
NEEDLE 6mm (UK 4, US 10) 
TENSION 18 sts and 24 rows 
to 10cm or4in square 
RRP £13.95 



Amitola Grande is a luxuriously 
chunky wool-silk blend. The 
silk content gives this yarn a 
beautifully smooth handle, 
while the wool is cosy and 
soft. Amelia (above) is our 
fave shade with its ombre 
blue, green and purple tones, 
but there are 12 lovely self- 




m GRANDt 
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Striping colours for you to 
choose from. Louisa has 
also created the Aberfeldy 
collection, 14 new patterns 
worked in Amitola Grande, 
including a stylish bobble edge 
poncho and moss stitch jacket. 
designeryarns.uk.com 
01535 664222 



CONTENT 75% virgin wool, 

25% polyamide 
BALL 100g/420m (459yds) 
NEEDLE 2-3mm (UK 11-14, US 1-3) 
TENSION 30 sts and 42 rows* 

RRP £9.95 

Make two identical socks 
from one self-patterning ball? 
Yes you can! With the yellow 
starter threads to show you 
where to find the beginning of 
each sock, it's now really easy! 
Wool-rich for softness and 
warmth, with polyamide for 
elasticity, Regia Pairfect is 




available in 16 self-patterning 
and striped colourways to suit 
all toes. We love Lagune 
(above) for both his and hers 
and are rather smitten with 
Cheesecake - pretty stripes in 
Neapolitan ice cream colours! 
coatscrafts.co.uk 
01484 681881 
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CONTENT 77% acrylic, 

20% alpaca, 3% viscose 
BALL 100g/1 35m (147yds) 
NEEDLE 6mm (UK 4, US 10) 
TENSION 14 sts and 20 rows* 
RRP £4,90 

New for Autumn comes a 
chunky version of Stylecraft's 
gorgeous Alpaca Tweed 
DK. Alpaca Tweed Chunky 
is available in a range of six 
shades varying from the soft 
muted tones of duck egg and 
dusky pink to darker, richer 
shades of avocado, cherry and 




midnight, each with a flecked 
tweed-effect. This yarn knits 
up super quick on 6mm 
needles, making It Ideal for 
chunky textured knits and fun 
accessories. The lOOg balls 
make it excellent value, too, 
stylecraft-yarns.co.uk 
01535 609798 



CONTENT 52% wool, 34% acrylic, 
14% polyamide 
BALL 50g/50m (54yds) 

NEEDLE 10mm (UK 000, US 15) 
TENSION 12 sts and 15 rows* 

RRP £4,95 

This luxurious super chunky 
wool-rich yarn is available in 
10 tonally variegated hues. 

Each shade has a black base 
with a vivid coloured thread 
woven into It to create 
a dramatic, flecked effect. 
Accompanying the launch 
of the yarn IstheBoheme 




pattern booklet featuring 
11 sophisticated knits. The 
chunky cowl has just rocked 
to the top of our knit lists. 
Our only dilemma? Which 
of the rich, midnight shades 
to choose first. 
debbieblissonline.com 
0208 520 8814 
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CONTENT 75% wool, 25% hemp 
BALL 50g/94m (104yds) 

NEEDLE 4.5mm (UK 7, US 7) 
TENSION 19 sts and 25 rows 
10cm or 4In square 
RRP £4.49 

This blend of 75% wool and 
25% hemp creates a soft, 
durable yarn with a natural 
sheen. Wool and hemp 
create 'breathable' knitted 
fabrics which are stretch- 
resistant, cool to wear in 
warm weather and warm in 
colder temperatures, making 







them ideal for mid-season 
makes. Lisa Richardson's 14 
designs In Hemp Tweed are 
worked In a variety of cable 
and textured stitches and 
Include on-trend wrap cardls 
and stylish Ideas for men, too. 
knitrowan.com 
01484 681881 



CONTENT 74% acrylic, 

20% wool, 6% viscose 
BALL 100g/1 45m (158yds) 
NEEDLE 6.5mm (UK 3, US 10.5) 
TENSION 14 sts and 19 rows* 
RRP £3.79 

This new yarn from Hayfleld 
contains 20% wool, making 
it soft, warm and perfect for 
chunky autumn-winter knits. 
The eight shades are a range 
of natural tones along with a 
pink, pale blue and purple - 
each with flecks of contrasting 
colours which knit up to 
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create a tweed effect. Chunky 
Tweed patterns include cosy 
cardigans, shawls, scarves and 
hats, as well as a set of four 
vintage-style cushion covers. 
Our sofas are calling out for 
that cable-pattern cushion... 
sirdar.co.uk 
01924 371501 
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10cm or 4in square 




NORO SHINRrOKU 



MlRASOi mi\ 



CONTENT 70% wool, 30% silk 
BALL 100g/180m (197yds) 
NEEDLE 5mm (UK 6, US 8) 
TENSION 18 sts and 24 rows 
to 10cm or 4in square 
RRP £13.95 




CONTENT 100% superwash 
merino wool 
BALL100g/50m (54yds) 
NEEDLE 9mm 

TENSION 8 sts and 10 rows* 
RRP £1 1 .95 




Shinryoku's textured blend 
of wool and silk allows for 
fantastic stitch definition 
and knits up with plenty 
of character. The self- 
patterning yarn creates a 
unique asymmetrical finish 
making it perfect for creating 
statement pieces such as the 



stylish over-sized cardi, cable 
sweater and chunky scarf 
launched alongside the yarn. 
Shinryoku is available in eight 
multi-tonal shades ranging 
from the bright Ayoka Haze 
above to subtle purple hues, 
designeryarns.uk.com 
01535 664222 



Named after a little girl from 
a family of shepherds who 
helps tend alpaca in Peruvia, 
Mirasol is a plush yarn created 
from the rich alpaca, wool, 
cotton and bamboo sourced 
from the Andes. Soft to the 
touch, this super-chunky yarn 
knits up quickly and creates 



garments that last This 
superwash merino wool has 
an irresistible sheen and is 
subtly variegated. A portion 
from each sale helps to 
directly fund education for the 
children of the shepherds. 
designeryarns.uk.com 
01535 664222 



PAIONS wool ARAN 



CONTENT 100% virgin woo 
BALL 50g785m (93yds) 
NEEDLE 4.5mm (UK 7, US 7) 
TENSION 18 sts and 25 rows 
to 10cm or 4in square 
RRP £2.95 




RICO fASHlON [[[MINIS 



CONTENT 59% virgin, 40% acrylic, 

1% polyester 

BALL 50g/60m (65yds) 

NEEDLE 10mm (UK 000, US 15) 
TENSION 10 sts and 14 rows * 

RRP £3.75 




Great quality, a great colour 
range - 25 fantastic shades in 
all - and great value make this 
yarn one of our new favourites 
for this autumn's knitting 
wish-list! The colour palette 
features neutrals and brights, 
including this Cranberry 
shade we rather fancy turning 



into a cute cropped sweater 
or cardi. Patterns in Wool Aran 
include contemporary, high- 
street inspired pieces for men 
and women, plus modern 
children's knits to see them 
through the cooler months. 
coatscrafts.co.uk 
01484 681881 



This soft, chunky yarn has a 
lovely crimpy feel and knits 
up a treat on 10mm needles. 
The six autumn-inspired 
multicoloured shades come 
in hues of forest greens, 
woodland ochres, browns and 
reds and midnight blues. Use 
this yarn for chunky over-sized 



cardigans and wrap-up warm 
shawls. We have shade 02, 
above, earmarked for a set of 
wristwarmers and a matching 
cowl. It's yarns like this that 
(almost) make us look forward 
to some chilly weather! 
rico-design.de 
0203 0249009 
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WINDY CAIRN ARAN 



CONTENT 44% wool, 44% acrylic, 

12% polyamide 

BALL 50g/1 30m (142yds) 

NEEDLE 8mm (UK 0, UK 11) 
TENSION 12 sts and 18 rows* 

RRP £4.95 




CONTENT 69% acrylic, 25% wool, 
6% viscose 

BALL 100g/240m (262yds) 

NEEDLE 3.75-4.5mm (UK 7-9, US 5-7) 
TENSION 19 sts and 24 rows* 

RRP £4.50 




Elektra is an edgy new 
yarn from the Debbie Bliss 
studio by Conway+Bliss, the 
exciting duo that is Debbie's 
daughter Nell and creative 
partner Teresa. This fluffy yarn 
comes in 12 vibrant colours 
designed to pop and clash 
(including Grunge, above) - 



no wallflower knits here! The 
Elektra pattern collection 
combines craft and fashion 
and includes a range of 
projects from simple wristlets 
to the very sassy Chevron 
Twinset tee and mini. Love it! 
designerya rns.uk.com 
01535 664222 



Aran weight yarn is perfect 
for when you need a slightly 
heavier yarn for the colder 
months, and when you're 
knitting cable jumpers or 
patterned shawls (as seen 
in the collection of patterns 
that show off this new yarn), 
you can be guaranteed both 



warmth and stitch definition. 
Rich earthy tones lend 
themselves to homeware and 
accessories as well as clothes, 
so opt for this if you have 
tablet cosies, sofa throws or 
cushions on your knitting list. 
tbramsden.co.uk 
01943 872 264 
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CONTENT 94% extra fine merino 
wool, 6% nylon blend 
BALL40g/96m (105yds) 

NEEDLE 8mm (UKO, US 11) 
TENSION 14 sts and 19 rows* 

RRP £6.14 




CONTENT 50% wool, 40% acrylic, 

10% alpaca 

BALL 100g/1 80m (197yds) 

NEEDLE 5.5-6.5mm (UK 3-5, US 9-10.5) 
TENSION 14 sts and 20 rows* 

RRP £5.95 




Made in Italy using a fight and 
luxurious blend of 94% extra 
fine merino wool and nylon 
blend, this yarn is crafted with 
a light-as-air knit construction 
for a sumptuously soft finish. 
Perfect for drapey scarves, 
hats and cosy cover-ups, this 
gorgeously chunky merino 



yarn gives you all the warmth 
you need for winter, without 
the weight. Phoebe comes 
in a collection of six shades, 
including Floyd (above), the 
dramatic Damsonberry and 
Ellsworth - a vibrant blue, 
sublimeyarns.com 
01924 369666 



Autumn calls for a warm 
yarn that's lighter to wear 
than full-on winter woollies 
and Wendy's Evolve Chunky 
could be the answer. This 
wool/acrylic mix is soft and 
warm to the touch yet light 
and airy to wear. The subtle 
colour changes make this an 



exciting yarn to work with and 
a palette of 10 thrilling shades 
includes Thunder, Ocean and 
Earth, alongside Sky, Mint and 
Nougat. Knits for men and 
women feature in the patterns 
that go with this yarn. 
tbramsden.co.uk 
01943 872 264 



ROWAN SUPER FINE MERINO DK 



SIRDAR HARRAP IWEED DK 



CONTENT 100% wool 
BALL 50g/1 15m (126yds) 
NEEDLE 4mm (UK 8, US 6) 
TENSION 22 sts and 30 rows 
to 10cm or 4in square 
RRP £5.75 




CONTENT 40% nylon, 30% woo 
24% acrylic, 6% viscose 
BALL 50g/155m (170yds) 
NEEDLE 4mm (UK 8, US 6) 
TENSION 22 sts and 28 rows* 
RRP £3.01 




Made with high quality extra 
fine merino, this soft, smooth 
yarn has a natural elasticity 
helping it to keep its shape 
once knitted up. Superfine 
Merino DK is also 'breathable', 
which means it is warm when 
the weather is cold, and coo 
when the temperature rises. 



This is a great 'go-to' DK 
yarn in 28 shades, including 
the lovely Dewberry above. 
Martin Storey has designed a 
set of six stylish sweaters and 
cardis in this new yarn; find 
them in Rowan Easy DK Knits. 
knltrowan.co.uk 
01484 681881 



Harrap Tweed is named 
after the Harrap brothers 
who started Sirdar back in 
the 1880s. This luxurious 
wool blend tweed yarn 
comes in a range of glowing 
autumnal colours inspired 
by the historic countryside 
of Yorkshire. We love the 



teal blue hues of Purdey 
(above). The yarn launch is 
accompanied by eight new 
pattern leaflets and the 
Harrap Tweed Book 494 which 
includes tailored cardigans, 
hats, homewares and kids' knits. 
5lrdar.co.uk 
01924 371501 



MONDIAE EXPRESS 



CONTENT 50% new wool, 50% acrylic 



BALL 200g/25m (27yds) 
NEEDLE 20mm 
TENSION 3 sts and 5 rows 
to 10cm or 4in square 
RRP £12.50 

Mondial is an Italian brand 
renowned for its innovative 
yarns and the super chunky 
Express is a fabulously fun 
addition to their range. The 
collection includes a total of 
11 colours from staple shades 
- black, grey and cream - 
to bold red, navy, orange 




and gold (pictured above). 
Knitting with such a chunky 
yarn requires large needles 
and you'll be amazed how 
quickly your knits progress! 
Patterns include scarves, 
cowls and a fab waistcoat. 
deslgneryarns.uk.com 
01535 664222 



KING COEE RAFFIA 



CONTENT 100% cellulose rayon 
BALL 50g/1 14m (124yds) 
NEEDLE 5.5mm (UK 5, US 9) 
TENSION 15 sts and 19 rows 
to 10cm or4in square 
RRP from £4.99 

This is the only raffia yarn we 
know of on the UK market 
and it's a rather brilliant idea. 
Available in 10 colourways 
from natural to a range of 
denim blues, wood browns 
and the gorgeous multi- 
coloured Carousel, pictured 
above. This yarn has so much 




potential for creating funky 
accessories. Patterns available 
include hats, totes, handbags, 
purses, belts and homewares 
- including baskets, a cushion 
and a set of cute pot covers 
we're currently coveting! 
kingcole.co.uk 
01756 703670 
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Look cool in Martin Storey's cheeky 
crop top with chunky cable detail 
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Rowan Pure Wool 
Superwash DK 
8 {9:10:12:13) xSOgm 
{photographed in Grave 
108) 



Needles 

1 pair 3.25mm {UK 10, US 
3) needles 

1 pair 3.75mm {UK 9, US 5) 

needles 

Cable needle 



21 V2 sts and 42 rows to 10cm 
or 4in measured over garter 
stitch using 3.75mm {UK 9, US 
5) needles. 

Cable panel (18 sts) measures 
5.5cm or 214in wide. 



C12B slip next 6 sts onto 
cable needle and 
leave at back of work, 
K6, then K6 from 
cable needle 

C12F slip next 6 sts onto 
cable needle and 
leave at front of work, 
K6, then K6 from 
cable needle 




ixing cabling with garter stitch 
gives this classic pullover a fresh 
new look and, cropped snugly 
at the waist, it belongsfirmly in the 
stable of sport-luxe knits that have been 
so popular this year. We love the 
super-chunky cable worked casually at 
the side of the sweater, and the garter 
stitch texture gives a smooth backdrop. 
Pair with an A-line skirt or skinny jeans to 
make the most of this cropped shape. 

Using 3.25mm needles cast on 

98 (110:122:134:150) sts. 

Row 1 (RS): K2, *p2, k2, rep from * to 
end. 

Row 2 (WS): P2, *k2, p2, rep from * to 
end. 

These 2 rows form rib. 

Cont in rib for a further 8 rows, inc 
(dec:inc:inc:inc) 1 st at end of last row 
and ending with RS facing for next row. 

99 (109:123:135:151) sts 
Change to 3.75mm needles. 

Row 11 (RS): K14 (18:25:31:38), (inc in 
next St, k1) 6 times, k73 (79:86:92:101). 
105 (115:129:141:157) sts 
Now work in patt as foils: 

Row 1 (WS): K73 (79:86:92:101), p18, k14 
(18:25:31:38). 

Row 2 (RS): K20 (24:31:37:44), C12F, k73 
(79:86:92:101). 

Row 3: K73 (79:86:92:101), p18, k14 
(18:25:31:38). 

Row 4: Knit. 

Rows 5 to 8: As rows 3 and 4, twice. 

Row 9: As row 1. 

Row 10: K14 (18:25:31:38), C12B, k79 
(85:92:98:107). 

Rows 11 to 16: As rows 3 and 4, 3 times. 
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46(50.5: 57: 62.5: 70) cm 
18(20: 2216: 2416: 27^/2) in 



These 16 rows form patt. 

**Cont in patt until back meas 20 
(21:22:23:24) cm, 8 (81/2:8% :9V4: 9 1/2) in 



ending with RS facing for next row, 



Keeping patt correct, cast off 4 sts at 
beg of next 2 rows. 

97 (107:121:133:149) sts 

Dec 1 St at each end of next and foil 4 alt 

rows. 

87 (97:111:123:139) sts 
Cont straight until armhole meas 
18 (19:20:21:22) cm, 714 (71/2:8:81/2:8%) in 
ending with RS facing for next row. 



Next row (RS): Cast off 3 (4:6:7:8) sts, 
patt until there are 28 (32:36:41:47) sts 
on right needle and turn, leaving rem sts 
on a holder. 

Work each side of neck separately. 

Dec 1 St at neck edge of next 6 rows and 
at same time cast off 5 (5:6:7:8) sts at 
beg of 2nd row, 6 (7:7:7:9) sts at beg of 
foil alt row, and 6 (7:9:10:11) sts at beg of 
foil alt row. 

Work 1 row. 

Cast off rem 5 (7:8:11:13) sts. 

With RS facing, slip centre 31 
(31:33:33:35) sts onto a holder, rejoin 
yarn and k to end. 25 (30:36:42:49) sts. 
Cast off 3 (4:6:7:8) sts at beg of next and 
foil 0 (0:3:3:1) alt rows, then 4 (5:-:-:9) sts 
at beg of foil 3 (3:-:-:2) alt rows and at 
same time dec 1 st at neck edge of next 
6 rows. 

Work 1 row. 

Cast off rem 4 (5:6:8:9) sts. 



Using 3.25mm needles cast on 
98 (110:122:134:150) sts. 

Work in rib as given for back for 10 rows, 
inc {dec:inc:fnc:inc) 1 st at end of last row 
and ending with RS facing for next row. 
99(109:123:135:151) sts 
Change to 3.75mm needles. 

Row 11 (RS): K73 (79:86:92:101), (inc in 
next st, k1) 6 times, k14 (18:25:31:38). 

105 (115:129:141:157) sts 
Now work in patt as foils: 

Row 1 (WS): K14 (18:25:31:38), pi 8, k73 
(79:86:92:101). 

Row 2 (RS): K73 (79:86:92:101), C12B, 
k20 (24:31:37:44). 

Row 3: K14 (18:25:31:38), pi 8, k73 
(79:86:92:101). 

Row 4: Knit. 



84 KNIT-TODAY.COM 





I 



P 5 T ■ 




• L, 



Rows 5 to 8: As rows 3 and 4, twice. 
Row 9: As row 1 . 

Row 10: K79 (85:92:98:107), C12F, k14 
(18:25:31:38). 

Rows 11 to 16: As rows 3 and 4, 3 times. 
These 16 rows form patt. 

Cont as given for back from ** until 26 
(26:30:30:34) rows less have been worked 
than on back to beg of shoulder shaping, 
ending with RS facing for next row. 



Next row (RS): K31 (36:43:49:57) and 
turn, leaving rem sts on a holder. 

Work each side of neck separately. 

Dec 1 St at neck edge of next 6 rows, 
then on foil 3 alt rows, then on 3 (3:4:4:5) 
foil 4th rows. 19 (24:30:36:43) sts 
Work 1 row, ending with RS facing for 
next row. 



Cast off 3 (4:6:7:8) sts at beg of next and 
foil 0 (0:3:3:1) alt rows, then 4 (5:-:-:9) sts 
at beg of foil 3 (3:-:-:2) alt rows. 

Work 1 row. 

Cast off rem 4 (5:6:8:9) sts. 

With RS facing, slip centre 19 sts onto a 
holder, rejoin yarn and patt to end. 

37 (42:49:55:63) sts 
Keeping patt correct, dec 1 st at neck 
edge of next 6 rows, then on foil 3 alt 
rows, then on 3 (3:4:4:5) foil 4th rows. 

25 (30:36:42:49) sts 

Work 2 rows, ending with WS facing for 
next row. 



Cast off 3 (4:6:7:8) sts at beg of next row, 

5 (5:6:7:8) sts at beg of foil alt row, 

6 (7:7:7:9) sts at beg of foil alt row, then 
6 (7:9:10:11) sts at beg of foil alt row. 
Work 1 row. Cast off rem 5 (7:8:11:13) sts. 



75 (79:83:89:93) sts. 

Cont straight until sleeve meas 45 
(46:47:47:47) cm, 18 (18/2:1 83/4:1 8%:1 8%) 
in ending with RS facing for next row. 



Cast off 4 sts at beg of next 2 rows. 

67 (71:75:81:85) sts 

Dec 1 St at each end of next and foil 3 alt 
rows, then foil row, ending with RS facing 
; for next row. 

Cast off rem 57 (61 :65:71:75) sts. 

shoulder seam using back 
stitch, or mattress stitch if preferred. 



Join right 



With RS facing and using 3.25mm 
needles, pick up and knit 
22 (22:25:25:26) sts down left side of 
front neck, k across 19 sts on 
front holder inc 1 st at centre, pick up 
and knit 22 (22:25:25:26) sts up right 
side of front neck, and 5 sts down right 
side of back neck, k across 31 
(31:33:33:35) sts on back holder inc 1 st 
at centre, then pick up and knit 5 sts up 
left side of back neck. 



106 (106:114:114:118) sts 
Beg with row 2, work in rib as given for 
back for 9 rows, ending with RS facing 
for next row. Cast off in rib. 




We love how the end of the cable detail 
flows seamlessly into the rib-stitch waist 




A classic round neck in rib stitch contrasts 
well with the garter stitch of the main body 



Join left shoulder seam. Next set in the 
sleeves using the shallow set-on method, 
as follows: place centre of cast-off edge 
of sleeve to shoulder seam. Match 
decreases at beg of armhole shaping to 
decreases at top of sleeve. Sew sleeve 
head into armhole, easing In shapings. 
Join sleeve and side seams. 




This pattern is taken 
from the book Easy 
DK Knits, £9.50. 

For more info visit 
knitrowan.com 



Using 3.25mm needles cast on 50 
(50:54:54:54) sts. 

Work In rib as given for back for 24 rows, 
dec (inc:dec:dec:Inc) 1 st at centre of last 
row and ending with RS facing for next 
row. 49 (51:53:53:55) sts 

Change to 3.75mm needles. 

Now work in garter stitch throughout as 
foils: 

Inc 1 st at each end of next and every foil 
10th (10th:10th:8th:6th) row to 61 
(71:81:83:59) sts, then on every foil 12th 
(12th:12th:10th:8th) row until there are 
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The definitive events for anyone with 
a love of stitch and creative crafts. 

Supplies, workshops 
and textile art. 



Alexandra Palace, London 

7-11 October 2015 

Open 5 days 

Simmonscourt RDS, Dublin 

12-15 November 2015 

Harrogate International Centre 

26-29 November 2015 



Tickets and information from 

www.theknittingandstitchings 
01473 321 872 



com 



*^¥01101 on adult tickets in advance only, 
dr £1 off concessions. Terms a conditions 



^^d £ 1.50 booking fee applies 



Image: Michafa Gyetvai 



Knitting - Crochet - Dressmaking - Embroidery - Patchwork & Quilting 
Sewing - Home Furnishing - Beadwork - Cross Stitch 
Feltmaking - Lacemaking - Tapestry - Weaving, Spinning, Dyeing 



Workshops and Lectures 



UPPER 

STREET 

EVENTS 



















AHOr IHtKI 

Make Angela Turner's 

swashbuckling pirate crew 
and set sail for adventure 

his pint-sized pirate crew would make the 
perfect gift for little kids with big 
imaginations. Designer Angela shows you 
howto make three different pirates and a parrot 
using the same basic pattern. So once you're 
confident with the basic puppet shape you can 
experiment with different colours, hair, hats and 
even facial expressions! 

Knitted in durable 100% acrylic yarn, finger 
puppets are a brilliant stash buster as you only 
need small amounts of yarn for each one. Don't 
forgetto show us whatyou make, me hearties! 
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Yarn 

1 X lOOg balls of Stylecraft 
Special DK in Apricot 
(1026), Black (1002), 
Matador (1010), White 
(1001), Royal (1117), 
Turquoise (1068), Spring 
Green (1316), Walnut (1054) 
and Lemon (1020) 

Needles 

1 pair of 3mm (UK 11, US 
2-3) knitting needles 
Accessories 
Polyester filling 
1-2 small black beads for 
each puppet's eyes 



Stylecraft Special DK 
stylecraft-yarns.co.uk 
01535 609798 
100% acrylic 
100g/295m (322 yards) 
Machine wash 40°C 
£1.99 



26 sts and 34 rows to 10cm or 
4in measured over st st using 
3mm needles 



Using Royal, cast on 14 sts. Knit 2 rows. 
Change to White and knit 2 rows. Work 
last 4 rows again. Change to Royal and 
knit 10 rows. Change to Apricot and st st 
(knit one row, purl one row) for 8 rows. 
Change to Matador and knit 2 rows. 
Next row: K2tog, knit to last 2 sts, 
k2tog. 12 sts 
Next row; Purl. 

Rep last 2 rows again. 10 sts 
Next row; K2tog, knit to last 2 sts, 
k2tog. 8 sts 

Next row: P2tog, purl to last 2 sts, 
p2tog. 6 sts. Cast off. 



As for Front but using Walnut instead of 
Apricot. With R5 facing, sew seam up 
and around body, leaving base open. Tie 
in all loose ends. Turn RS out. 



Using Matador, cast on 4 sts. Cast off. 
Sew on to pirate's right hand side where 
head scarf meets face. Tie in loose ends. 



Using Walnut, cast on 8 sts. Cast off. 
Sew two plaits to each side of face at 
head scarf where face meets hair. Tie in 
loose ends. 



Using Walnut, cast on 8 sts. Cast off. 

Sew onto back of head where hair meets 
shirt. Weave in loose ends. Tie together 
near top with a length of Turquoise yarn. 



Sew on 2 beads for eyes 4 rows up from 
Royal shirt with 4 sts between them. 
With Black yarn work a V-shape mouth 
starting from one row up from shirt. 



Work Front as for Royal Blue puppet 
working stripe pattern as foils: Knit 4 
rows using Matador, 2 rows White, three 
times. Make face Apricot as before and 
make hat Black. For Back, use Sunshine 
for hair instead of Walnut. 



Using Sunshine, cast on 4 sts. 

Row 1 (RS): Knit. 

Next row (WS): Purl. 

Next row: Knit to last 2 sts, k2tog. 3 sts 
Next row: Purl. 

Next row: Knit. 

Next row; Purl. 

Next row: Knit to last 2 sts, k2tog. 2 sts 
Cast off purlwlse. 



Using Sunshine, cast on 4 sts. 

Row 1 (RS): Knit. 

Next row (WS): Purl. 

Next row: K2tog, knit to end. 3 sts 
Next row; Purl. 

Next row; Knit. 

Next row: Purl. 

Next row: K2tog, knit to end. 2 sts 
Cast off purlwlse. Sew onto each side of 
face, touching hair, and sew across top 
next to hat. With Sunshine yarn, work a 
few straight sts at centre top efface for 
fringe. Weave In loose ends. 



Puppets measure 8.5cm 
(314in) tall by 5.5cm (2in) wide 



Using Black, cast on 40 sts. Knit one row. 
Cast off. Place around puppet where 
Royal meets Apricot and secure with a 
stitch at the side. 



Using Black, cast on 28 sts. St st 2 rows. 
Cast off. Sew ends tog. Place join to 
front centre of hat with cast off edge 
uppermost. Sew in place. Sew cast on 
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seam of brim to first row of hat, make 
indents in 2 places around brim by 
sewing top of brim to base, pulling up 
tightly. With White yarn sew a cross in 
centre of hat 



Using Black, cast on 3 sts. 

Row 1 (RS): Knit. 

Next row: P3tog. 

Cut yarn, pull through sts. Sew onto face 
in place of eye. From lengths attached 
create eye patch loop. Sew on a black 
bead for second eye and a mouth as per 
Royal Blue puppet. Tie in loose ends. 



Work front the same as the Royal Blue 
puppet but in Spring Green working the 
head in st st only. For the back, knit 20 
rows in Lemon then work the head in st 
st following same shaping front. Make 
up as for puppets, including the eyes. 



Using Sunshine, cast on 3 sts. 

Row1 (WS): Purl. 

Next row (RS): Kfb to end. 6sts 
Next row: Purl. 

Next row: Knit. 

Next row: Purl. 

Next row: (K1, kfb) to end. 9 sts 
Next row: Purl. 

Next row; (K2, kfb) to end. 12 sts 
Next row: Purl. 

Cast off, Fold in half then sew seam. Add 
filling. Run a length of yarn from top to 
tip of beak, pull up slightly. Sew parrot's 
beak in place 2 rows below eyes. 



Using Turquoise, cast on 3 sts. 

Row 1 (WS): Purl. 

Next row (RS): Kfb to end. 6 sts 
Next row: Purl, 



Next row: Kfb, knit to last st, kfb. 8 sts 
Next row: Purl, 

Rep last 2 rows until you have 12 sts. 
Starting with a knit row, st st 2 rows. 
Next row: K2tog, knit to last 2 sts, 
k2tog. 10 sts 

Starting with a purl row, st st 3 rows. 
Next row: K2tog, knit to last 2 sts, 
k2tog, 8 sts 
Next row: Purl. 

Rep last 2 rows until 2 sts. Cast off. Pin 
wings to sides, top in line with eyes. 
Secure with stitches. Curve up wing tips. 



Work 3 feathers as for hair plaits using 
Matador. Sew to back of parrot. Sew a 
few loops of Spring Green to head. 



Work Front as for Royal Blue puppet 
working stripe pattern as foils: Knit 2 
rows in Turquoise, 2 rows White, 4 times, 
then 2 rows of Turquoise again. Make 
face in Apricot and hat in Sunshine. 

Make Back same as Front, using Black for 
hair. Make up as for Royal Blue puppet. 
With Black yarn sew loops to side of 
head and along where hat meets face. 
Make Head Scarf Ties as before In 
Sunshine. Sew to left hand side. 



Using Matador, cast on 34 sts. Working 
in st st, cast off 6 sts at beg of first 4 
rows, 10 sts. Sew on to right hand side 
where scarf meets face. Tie loose ends. 
Next row: K2tog, knit to last 2 sts, 
k2tog. 8 sts 

Next row: P2tog, purl to last 2 sts, 
p2tog. 6 sts. Rep last 2 rows again. 2 sts 
Next row: K2tog. 1 st 
Cut yarn and thread through. Place on 
puppet with ties at the front. Sew 
securely to finish. 




Love our fun finger 
puppets? Stylecraft 
Special DK comes 
in loads of colours 
and is a great value 
yarn too, so you 
can personalise 
and colour up your 
playful pirates to 
your heart's content! 



Stylecraft Special DK 
stylecraft-yarns.co.uk 
01535 609798 
100% acrylic 
100g/295m {322 yards) 
Machine wash 40°C 
£1.99 per ball 



www.countrycrafts.org.uk 

www.knitandsew.co.uk 

www.knitwell.co.uk 

www.wool-sak.co.uk 

www.cucumberpatch.com/ 

knitting-yarns/stylecraft- 

yarns 



Stulecraft 














For all your knitting essentials 






26 Fore street Bovey Tracey Devon TQ13 9AD 

Tel: 01 626 836203 

email: info@spinayarndevon .co.uk 
www.spinayarndevon.co.uk 



Specialising in exciting, unusual and natural yarns 

from around the world 



Sirdar, Sublime, Rowan, Regia, Patons etc. yarns 
Plus Cross Stitch and Tapestry Kits and 
accessories 

ALL ON SALE WHILE STOCKS LAST 

E: ethknits@gmail.com | Tel: 44(0)1245 327006 

www.ethknits.co.uk 
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EXTENSIVE YARN RANGE 

28 High Street, Clacton-On-Sea, 
Essex cot 5 1 UQ 
Tel: 01 255 428352 

Also at branch: 

71 Connaught Avenue, Frinton, 
Essex C01 3 9PP 
Tel: 01255 674456 



sandra woolcabin@hotmail.com 



PERTHSHIRE 



New Wool Shop 



17 North Methven 
Street, Perth 
PHI 5PN, Scotland 
Tel: 01738 440183 



Stockists 
of Sirdar 
and Wendy 





V 

Ammonite 

Wendy; Robin; Peter Pan; West 
Yorkshire Spinners; Fyberspates; Woolyknit and 
Drops plus some local independent dyers too. 

Find us on facebook at Ammonite Yarns 

AnnmDnite Varns, 7 Llantrisant Road, Pontyclun CF72 9DP 

www.ammoiiiteyams.co.uk 





MATERIAL NEEDS 




KNITTING, CROCHET, NEEDLECRAFT * HABERDASHERY 
also for the best in dress & quilting fabrics. 

www.material-needs.co.uk - Tel: 01278 794 751 



79 High Street, 
Bumham-on-Sea, 
Somerset TA8 1 PE 





TO ADVERTISE WITH US IN 
THIS SECTION PLEASE CALL 

0117 3147398 

OR EMAIL 

emma.hunter@immediate.co.uk 



1 



The Knitting Corner 




Visit US for a coffee and a chat in our 
exciting shop. We stock Rowan, Debbie 
Bliss, Noro, Sublime and more, Join us for 
informal classes, full-day workshops and 
out Knitting Club held on alternate Fridays. 
Mail order available. 

Open Wednesday to Sunday 
10am to 4pm 

The Knitting Corner, Unit 3, The Mill, 
Curborough Had Farm, Watery Lane, 
Lichfield, Staffs WS13 8ES 
Tel: 01543 415837 

t he k n ittf ng cor n er@ vi rg i n me d i ax om 
w ww.f a ce boo kxom/th e k n itt i ngc or ne r 



Anne’s 

K/smers ^Crafts 



Many yams available including 
Sirdar, Rico, Wendy Debbie Bliss, 
Adriafil & StytecrafL 

Haberdashery and fresh flowers 

Local detiveries or mail order 



Tel: 01924 494157 
119-121 Nab Lane, Mirfield 
WF14 9QJ 





















KNl ING KNOW-HOW 



These step-by-steps, from casting on to casting off, wil 
help you feel confident when you pick up your needles 




BACKWARD LOOP CAST ON 

The simplest of all cast ons, use this to cast on mid row, or if you need a very loose starting edge. 




1 To work backward loop cast 
on you need to start off with a 
slip knot with a long tail. To do 
this you need to pull out about 
12cm of yarn from your yarn 
ball. Make a loop in the yarn. 
Place the loop on top of the 



yarn to the side of the loop. 

Pick up the yarn from inside the 
loop and pull it through. Pull 
the knot tight, keeping the 
loop at the top open. Slip the 
knot onto a knitting needle, 
and pull it nice and snug. 




2 Holding the working yarn 
taut, scoop your thumb 
underneath it. 




3 Catch the loop with the tip 
of the needle and pull tight. 
Repeat from step 2 until you 
have enough stitches. 



THUVB OR LONG TAIL CAST ON 

The cast on your mum knows! This creates a nice stretchy edge and should be your first cast on choice. 




1 Make a slip knot leaving a 
long tail and place it on your 
needle. The tail should be at 
roughly three times the 
finished width of stitches. 




2 Hold the working yarn in 
your left hand and the tail in 
your right. Scoop your left 
thumb under the yarn and 
pull up to create a loop. 




3 Catch the loop with the tip 
of the needle, wrap the tail 
yarn around the needle, 
while still holding the loop 
taut with your thumb. 




^ Slip the loop off your 
thumb and off the needle. 
Repeat from step 2 until you 
have cast on your desired 
number of stitches. 



KNIT STITCH 

The stitch you learn first. Knit stitch is what you knit on the 'right side' when making stocking stitch. 



Knit stitch is where most 
knitters start. It's easy to 
learn, and garter stitch 
fabric {which is knitted every 
row) is lovely and squishy, 
although it is naturally 
shorter than stocking stitch 
(knit one row, purl one row 
and repeat). Start here, but 
make sure you give purl 
stitch a go soon. It's just 
over the page... 




1 Insert your right needle 
diagonally, front to back into 
the first stitch on your left 
needle. Your needles should 
be roughly at right angles. 




‘ Wrap the working yarn 
around the right needle 
clockwise and pull this yarn 
through to the front of the 
stitch with your right needle. 




Z Let the old stitch fall off the 
left hand needle, keeping 
the new stitch on the right 
hand needle. That's your first 
stitch done! 



Find us on Facebook.com/KnitToday 
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Essentially the same as knit stitch, but worked from the other side of your fabric. 



Lots of new knitters stick 
with knit stitch for a really 
long time before tackling 
purl stitch. We think it's 
worth trying to learn them 
both at the same time, as it 
means that you will be able 
to work stocking stitch fabric 
straight away. Stocking stitch 
fabric grows more quickly 
than garter stitch (knit every 
row) so you'll feel like you're 
making faster progress on 
your project, and that's got 
I be oL. right? 




Holding the working yarn 
in your right hand at the front 
of the work as you look at it, 
insert your right hand needle 
diagonally into the first stitch 
on your left hand needle, 
from back to front. 




2 Wrap the working yarn 
around the front of your right 
hand needle anti-clockwise 
and push this new loop to 
the back of the stitch, taking 
your right hand needle tip 
through the old stitch. 




• Let the old stitch fall off the 
left hand needle, keeping 
the new stitch on the right 
hand needle. You've purled 
one stitch. So do some more! 






AST OF*' 



You've finished your first project, but now what? This cast off makes a nice firm edge and is easy to learn 



The simple cast off creates 
a firm, hard-wearing edge 
to your fabric. It can end 
up being quite tight and 
pull in the edges of your 
work, so if you find this 
happening make sure you 
aren't tightening your yarn 
after dropping off your stitch 
(step 2). If you are still finding 
it's too tight, try going up 
a needle size or two, by 
using a larger needle in your 
right hand to create bigger 
stitches to cast off with. 




Knit two sts. Now insert 
the tip of your left hand 
needle into the first stitch 
you knitted on your right 
hand needle, from left then 
right, as in the above picture. 




2 Continuing to use your left 
hand needle tip, lift the first 
stitch up and over the 
second stitch you knitted, 
and drop it off the right 
needle first and then off the 
left hand needle. 




; Knit a stitch so that you 
have two stitches on your 
right needle and repeat the 
castoff as before until your 
last stitch. Break your yarn, 
thread it through the final 
stitch and pull taut. 



STRETCHY CAST OFF 

This cast off is a little more work, but creates a lovely stretchy edge, so it's worth the extra effort! 



This stretchy cast off is also 
known as the Russian cast 
off. In order to do it you need 
to know how to knit two 
stitches together, so see our 
handy tutorial for this at the 
top of the opposite page. 
When you get to the end of 
this cast off, and have just 
one stitch left, treat it as you 
would for the simple cast 
off - break your yarn, then 
thread it through the final 
stitch and pull taut. 




Knit two stitches onto your 
right hand needle, one at a 
time, and slip them back to 
your left hand needle 
without twisting them. 




Knit the first two stitches 
on your left hand needle 
together {see top of next 
page for help!). You will end 
up with a single stitch on 
your right hand needle. 



\ 




3 Knit another stitch and 
repeat steps 1 and 2 again 
until the final stitch. You 
should find that the edge is 
quite stretchy. 
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K2T0G 

This is the simplest way to decrease stitches and is also used on the stretchy cast off. 



There are lots of ways 
to decrease stitches but 
the easiest one to learn is 
probably 'knit two together', 
commonly known as k2tog. 
This decrease results in a 
stitch that 'leans' right, so 
If a pattern asks for a 'right 
leaning decrease' this is the 
one you need to use. For the 
left leaning decreases (SSK 
and SSP) see our tutorials 
over the page. 




1 Insert your right hand 
needle into the next two 
stitches as if to knit them. 
Your needle should go into 
the second stitch on your left 
hand needle, before the first 
stitch {see above image). 




2 Wrap the working yarn 
around your right hand 
needle and pull the loop to 
the front. 




3 Slip the two old stitches off 
the left hand needle. You 
should now have a single 
new stitch on your right hand 
needle to replace the two 
old stitches. You've now 
decreased one stitch. 



Your go-to decrease for purl rows, and when you need to decrease on the 'wrong' side in stocking stitch. 



The purl two together stitch 
(p2tog) is used to combine 
two stitches on a purl row, 
decreasing one stitch each 
time you use it. From the purl 
side of the work it leans left, 
so when viewed from the 
right (knit) side in stocking 
stitch it will lean right, and 
look like you've made a 
k2tog stitch on the knit side 
of the work. 




; With your yarn held at the 
front of the work, insert your 
right hand needle into the 
next two stitches purl wise, 
from right to left. 




2 Wrap the yarn around the 
front of both stitches 
anti-clockwise, and push the 
new loop to the back. 




3 Drop the two old stitches 
off the left hand needle and 
you will be left with a single 
stitch on your right hand 
needle. You've decreased 
one stitch. 



Two ways to move a stitch without working it. 
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To slip a stitch knitwise, 
insert your right needle into 
it from front to back as if to 
knit it and let it fall off the left 
hand needle. This twists the 
stitch, and tightens it up. 



To slip a stitch purlwise, 
insert your right needle into 
it from back to front, as if to 
purl it, and let it fall off the 
left hand needle. This moves 
it to the right hand needle 
untwisted so it stays loose. 
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□ 



yo 

K2tog 
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□ Repeat 



Knitting charts follow the same rules 
unless the pattern states otherwise. 
Right side rows are usually odd 
numbers and are worked right to left. 
Wrong side rows are normally even 
numbers and are worked left to right. 
Pattern repeats will be contained 
in an area outlined in red and some 
charts will have further coloured 
outlines for different sizes. The key 
will give you each symbol and tell 
you what stitch it is. 
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This left leaning decrease is easy to do, and the finished stitch is neater than sonne other options. 



There are several common 
options for a left leaning 
decrease. Patterns may also 
tell you to knit two stitches 
together through their back 
loops (k2togtbl) or to slip 
one stitch, knit the next one, 
and then pass the slipped 
stitch over the knitted one 
and (skp). However, we 
think slip, slip knit (ssk) is the 
neatest and easiest way to 
do it, so unless the pattern 
says otherwise we use this 
one every time! 




Slip the next two stitches 
knitwise, one at a time, from 
the left hand needle to the 
right hand needle. This twists 
them to tighten them up. 




Insert your left hand needle 
through both front loops of 
the stitches you've just 
slipped, from back to front. 




Wrap the yarn around 
anti-clockwise and pull the 
loop to the front, and off the 
left needle. You've 
decreased one stitch. 



This purled decrease leans right, so if you make it on the wrong side, from the front it looks like an SSK. 



Of all the decreases shown 
in this section slip, slip, purl 
(ssp) is probably the trickiest 
to master, as working purl 
stitches through their back 
loops can feel a bit fiddly 
until you get used to it. You'll 
need to insert the right hand 
needle from back to front 
and pull this needle to the 
front of the left one so that 
you can purl the two stitches 
together. Don't give up! It's 
not as hard as it looks. 




Slip the next two stitches 
knitwise, one at a time, from 
the left hand needle to the 
right hand needle, as you 
would if working ssk. 



Slip them back to the left 
hand needle by putting your 
left needle through the front 
of both of them from left to 
right and pull them off your 
right hand needle. 



With yarn held in front, put 
your right hand needle 
through the back loops of 
both two stitches from back 
to front, and purl them 
together. You've decreased 
one stitch. 



These simple increases create a small hole in your work, so they're also used in lace stitch patterns. 




Yarn overs are used to 
make increases on knit rows. 
To make a yarn over, get to 
the increase point in your 
row and then take your yarn 
through your needles to the 
front of your work. 




Now take the yarn over the 
top of your needle to the 
back of your work before 
knitting the next stitch as 
normal. You will now have 
one extra stitch on your right 
hand needle. 




Yarn round needle is used 
to make increases on purl 
rows: Get to the increase 
point, and wrap the yarn 
around the work, taking the 
yarn over the needle and 
then through your needles to 
the side facing you again. 




When you work your next 
stitch you'll find that you now 
have an extra stitch on your 
right hand needle. As with a 
yarn over, there will be a 
small hole underneath this 
stitch. This is correct so don't 
worry about it! 
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Cables have great impact and are surprisingly easy. Here's how to do them over four stitches. 



Cable stitches are known 
by two different sets of 
names, which can be pretty 
confusingl To make a left 
leaning cable, you hold half 
your stitches at the front of 
the work on a cable needle, 
so, for example, a four stitch 
cable like this may be called 
C4L or C4F. Usually half 
the stitches are cabled and 
half worked as normal. For 
odd cables (eg, C5I-/F) the 
pattern should tell you what 
to do with the extra stitch. 
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To make C4L/F slip two sts 
purlwise onto a cable needle 
and hold them at the front of 
your work. This can be a 
spare double pointed 
needle, ora special cable 
needle with a notch in it to 
stop the stitches sliding off. 
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With the two stitches on 
the cable needle left 'in wait' 
for a moment, knit the 
following two stitches on 
your left hand needle. 




Now return to your stitches 
on the cable needle and knit 
them onto your right hand 
needle as well. You should 
now have two twisted 
stitches that lean left. The 
pattern will tell you when to 
work the next cabled row. 



Cables are often worked on a background on reverse stocking stitch to make them stand out. 



To make a right leaning cable 
you hold the cable needle at 
the back of the work as you 
make the cable - that's why 
it's also known as the cable 
back stitch. You may find this 
stitch more straightforward 
to work than the cable left. 
When working a cable stitch 
be gentle as you hold the 
yarn, if you hold it too tightly 
you'll make a hole. 
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Slip two stitches onto your 
cable needle as for C4L/F. 
You can hold the cable 
needle at the front to do this 
if it's easier, but remember to 
then move it to the back of 
your work. 




Knit the next two stitches 
on your left hand needle, 
leaving the stitches on your 
cable needle at the reverse 
of your work. 




Now insert your right hand 
needle into the first stitch on 
the cable needle, and knit it, 
and the following stitch off 
the cable needle. You should 
now have two twisted 
stitches that lean right. 



YARN WEIGHTS GUIDE 

Yarn comes in different thicknesses, known as weights. Some yarns will 
include the yarn weight in the name (eg, Rowan Superwash Merino DK), 
but some weights have several different names! 

If you want to swap the yarn suggested in a pattern for a different 
one, the best way to do this is to find a yarn of the same tension. It is 
important to remember that there may be more or 
less meterage in the yarn you are swapping. 

So a pattern calling for 10 balls of double 
knit yarn at 1 00m per ball (1 000m of 
yarn in total) will need 1 3 balls of a 
substituted double knit yarn which 
only has 80m per ball. If you only use 
10 balls you'll be 200m short! 

The finest yarn weights all use 
similar needle sizes, and for lacy 
patterns may be knitted on 
much larger needles too. 
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NAMES 


Typical needle size 


Typical tension to 
1 0cm or 4in square 


Lace 


2.25mm to 3.25mm 


34 sts and 42 rows 


3ply 


2.25mm to 3.25mm 


32 sts and 40 rows 


4ply/ 

fingering/sock 

Baby/sport/ 
light DK 


2.25mm to 3.25mm 
3.75mm 


28 sts and 36 rows 
24 sts and 32 rows 


DK (double knit) 


4mm 


22 sts and 30 rows 


Worsted/ 
light aran 


4.5mm 


20 sts and 28 rows 


Aran 


4.5mm to 5mm 


1 8 sts and 24 rows 


Chunky 


6mm to 8mm 


14 sts and 19 rows 


Super chunky 


9mm upwards 


1 0 sts and 1 2 rows 
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This is a great way to add an edging to a garment, and is often used for neckbands. 



When picking up and 
knitting along a horizontal 
edge, pick up every stitch. 
For a vertical edge, pick up 
and knit a stitch two out of 
every three rows, or three 
out of every four rows. 

If you pick up every row on 
a vertical edge it will flare 
out and it won't look good. 

It is usual to go down a 
needle size when working 
an edging, again, to stop the 
edge flaring out. 




Insert your right hand 
needle into centre of the 'V' 
of your stitch and wrap the 
working yarn around your 
right hand needle. 




: Pull the edging yarn 
through the middle of the 
picked up stitch. You have 
now got a single new stitch 
on your needle. 



Put your right hand needle 
back into the 'V' of the next 
stitch and repeat until you 
have picked up and knitted 
the required number of 
stitches for your edging. 



alt 


alternate 


sll 


beg 


beginning 


sIm 


C4L/F 


cable 4 left/front 




C4R/B 


cable 4 right/back 


ssk 


cm 


centimetre(s) 




cont 


continue(ing) 




dec 


decrease(ing) 




dpn 


double-pointed 

needles 




g St 


garter stitch, knit 
every row 


ssp 


foil 


following 




inc 


increase(ing) 




in 


inch(es) 




k 


knit 




kfb 


knit into front and back 
of next stitch 




k2tog 


knit two stitches 


st{s) 




together 


St St 


kStog 


knit three stitches 
together 


tbi 


kwise 


knitwise 


W&T 


m 


marker 




ml 


make one stitch, by 
□icking up the 
lorizontal loop before 
next stitch and knitting 
into the back of it 




meas 


measure(s) 




P 


purl 




pm 


place marker 




p2tog 


purl two stitches 
together 




p3tog 


purl three stitches 


WS 




together 


wyib 


psso 


pass slipped stitch over 


wyif 


rem 


remaining 


yb 


rep 


repeat(ing) 


yf/yfwd 


rev St St 


reverse stocking stitch 


yoh 


RS 


right side 


yo 


skp 


slip 1 St, k1, pass 
slipped stitch over 


yrn 



slip one stitch 
slip marker from one 
needle to the other 
one by one, slip the 
next 2 sts kwise. Put 
the left needle through 
front loops of both 
slipped sts and 
k2togtbl 

one by one, slip the 
next 2 sts kwise and 
back to the left hand 
needle. Put the left 
needle through the 
stitches from back to 
front and purl them 
together 
stitch (es) 
stocking stitch 
through the back of 
the !oop(s) 

wrap and turn (or short 
rows). Knit row: slip 
next St pwise, bring 
yarn to front, return 
slipped St to LH needle 
without twisting. Turn 
work. Purl row: slip 
next St pwise, bring 
yarn to back of the 
work, return slipped st 
to LH needle without 
twisting. Turn work, 
wrong side 
with yarn in back 
with yarn in front 
yarn back 
yarn forward 
yarn over hook 
yarn over needle 
yarn round the needle 



UK 


METRIC 


us 


14 


2mm 


0 


13 


2.25mm 


1 


12 


2.75mm 


2 


11 


3mm 


2/3 


10 


3.25mm 


3 


10/9 


3.5mm 


4 


9 


3.75mm 


5 


8 


4mm 


6 


7 


4.5mm 


7 


6 


5mm 


8 


5 


5.5mm 


9 


4 


6mm 


10 


3 


6.5mm 


10.5 


2 


7mm 


1 0.5/1 1 


1 


7.5mm 


10.5/11 


0 


8mm 


11 


00 


9mm 


13 


000 


10mm 


15 


— 


1 2mm 


17 


' — 


1 6mm 


19 


— 


19mm 


35 


— 


25mm 


50 
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BRIOCHE SIllCH 

Knitwear designer Stephen West is crazy in love 
with brioche, the super-squishy stretchy stitch 



rioche is fast becoming the stitch of 
2015 (as predicted by me!) as more 
and more knitters try this intriguing 
knitting technique. I took a class on two- 
colour brioche from the queen of this lofty 
stitch, Nancy Merchant, two years ago and 
it changed my life. I immediately started a 
big brioche scarf that evening and now it's 
my go-to stitch, along with garter. 

Brioche stitch creates a super-squishy 
reversible ribbed fabric, and I like to call 
it the stitch that gives- \Vs so voluminous 
and bouncy. It requires several 
admiration breaks to pet your fine work 
and I find that brioche has a steadier, 
more soothing rhythm than regular 



knitting. One of my first brioche projects 
started as a hat, but I loved knitting it so 
much I decided to make a cowl. However, 
I couldn't stop brioche-ing so I increased 
for the yoke of a sweater... and soon I 
had a pastel brioche dress. It's one of my 
top five favourite items in my decade of 
knitting. I called it the Askews Me Dress 
(above right) and it was soon followed by 
the Askews Me Sweater, Hat (above top 
left), Dickey, and Shawl (bottom left). 

I'm certainly not done exploring 
brioche stitch - 1 have an entire brioche 
collection coming out in Autumn 2015. 
Briochestitch.com, ravelry.com/ 
designers/stephen-west 
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• OVER 800 YARNS 

NEW PRODUCTS ADDED 

EVERY WEEK 



ON THE SHOPPING BASKET PAGE 



ENTER THE COUPON CODE 



*One use per customer. Terms and conditions apply. 

On orders over €25. Image from The Deramores Studio CAL 



www.deramores.com order line L osoo 488 0708 






